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Important Milestones
• GSA formation deadline was June 30, 2017
• GSP was adopted by the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors on 

December 7, 2021
• GSP was adopted by the Stanislaus River Groundwater Basin 

Association GSA and submitted to the Department of Water 
Resources, (DWR) as required for high priority groundwater 
subbasins on January 30, 2022.  

• DWR completed reviews for 17 GSPs for high and medium priority  
groundwater basins.  Of these, 7 plans were determined incomplete 
including the Modesto and Turlock Subbasin GSPs. 

• June 25, 2024, Public Hearing for Stanislaus County GSP Adoption



Incomplete Determination

• The GSP is missing information that DWR needs to determine 
compliance with SGMA and the GSP regulations. 

• GSP deficiencies must be corrected, and a revised plan submitted 
within 180 days and by July 16, 2024. 

• If the deadline is missed, or if the DWR determines the revised 
plan is not adequate the State Water Resources Control Board will 
intervene with enforcement and can implement mandatory well 
metering, reporting, well registration fees of up to $300 per non-
exempt well, up to $40 an acre foot of pumped water and 
implementation of an interim plan. 



DWR Identified Deficiencies

• Deficiency #1:  The GSP does not provide sufficient information to 
support the selection of sustainable management criteria for 
chronic lowering of groundwater levels and clearly identify the 
impacts to beneficial uses.  

• Deficiency #2:  The GSP does not include sufficient details of 
projects and management actions to mitigate overdraft in the 
Subbasin or provide a feasible path to achieve sustainability. 



Corrective Action Number 1

• The GSP is being updated to include an analysis of the effects on 
beneficial users of groundwater from lowering the groundwater 
levels below the minimum thresholds (MTs) to the interim 
milestones, (IMs).  Additional analysis was completed to 
determine well impacts and to further evaluate impacts on other 
sustainability indicators, (subsidence, water quality and 
interconnected surface waters). 

• To mitigate the impacts of dry wells the GSAs and member 
agencies must commit to development, funding and 
implementation of a domestic well mitigation program.  



Corrective Action Number 2

• The GSP is being revised to include specific details of 
implementing feasible projects and management actions.  This 
includes establishing triggers, timelines, and committing to taking 
robust actions required to ensure that declining trends in 
groundwater levels are stopped and reversed before reaching the 
projected IM levels.  
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Interim Milestones

Source:  Department of Water Resources
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Revised GSP Approach – Management 
Actions

• The GSAs must commit to developing and implementing a robust 
demand reduction-based management program. 

 - Example:  Management Action X will be implemented in the
    Subbasin if and when groundwater levels at X locations  

   reach X elevations or annual groundwater storage changes 
    over X period reaching X AF.  If continued X conditions are 
    observed, then Management Action Y would begin    

   implementation. 







Questions? 



Long-Term Groundwater Replenishment 
Program- Modesto Irrigation District

Source:  Modesto Irrigation District
October 27, 2023, Water Advisory Committee
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