


 

 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
DEPT: Behavioral Health & Recovery Services BOARD AGENDA:5.B.7 
  AGENDA DATE:  August 13, 2024 
CONSENT:  
 
CEO CONCURRENCE:  YES 4/5 Vote Required:  No 
 
 

SUBJECT: 

Approval to Proclaim August 31, 2024, as Overdose Awareness Day in Stanislaus 
County 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

1.  Proclaim August 31, 2024, as Overdose Awareness Day in Stanislaus County. 

 
DISCUSSION:   

The poisoning and overdose epidemic is a national crisis, and for millions of Americans, 
it is personal. Every loss is a painful reminder that we must take bold action to end the 
opioid epidemic. Provisional data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
National Center for Health Statistics indicate there were an estimated 107,543 drug 
overdose deaths in the United States during 2023—a 3% decrease from the 111,029 
deaths estimated in 2022. This marks the first annual decrease in drug overdose deaths 
since 2018. However, in Stanislaus County, drug-related poisoning, and overdose 
deaths in 2023 increased by 22%. 

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is up to 50 times stronger than heroin and 100 times 
stronger than morphine. It is a major contributor to fatal and nonfatal poisonings and 
overdoses in the U.S. Initially developed as an anesthetic, it is primarily used to ease 
the suffering of patients with chronic pain or terminal illnesses. Fentanyl is now often 
diverted for abuse and illicitly manufactured. 

According to the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), illicit fentanyl, primarily 
manufactured in foreign clandestine labs and smuggled into the United States through 
Mexico, is being distributed across the country. Fentanyl is mixed with other illicit drugs, 
including heroin, methamphetamine, and cocaine, to increase potency, is sold as 
powders and nasal sprays, and is increasingly pressed into pills that resemble 
legitimate prescriptions. Due to a lack of official oversight or quality control, these 
counterfeit pills often contain lethal doses of fentanyl. Two milligrams of fentanyl can be 
lethal depending on a person's body size, tolerance, and past usage. Laboratory testing 
indicates that seven out of every ten pills seized by the DEA contain a lethal dose of 
fentanyl. In 2023, the DEA seized more than 80 million fentanyl-laced fake pills and 
nearly 12,000 pounds of fentanyl powder. These seizures are equivalent to more than 
381 million lethal doses of fentanyl. 

According to the Stanislaus County Coroner Data, there were 213 drug-related deaths 
by poisoning and overdose in Stanislaus County in 2023, marking a 22% increase 
compared to 2021 (178 deaths) and 2022 (176 deaths). Notably, 2021 saw a 33% 
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increase in deaths compared to 2020 and a staggering 112% increase between 2019 
and 2020. Out of the 213 deaths in 2023, 156 (73%) were opioid-related, with 138 
(65%) attributed explicitly to fentanyl. In 2021 and 2022, Stanislaus County averaged 3-
4 poisoning and overdose deaths per week. This average rose to 4-5 deaths per week 
in 2023. Fentanyl remains the primary driver of these fatalities in our community. 

 

Community Actions to Save Lives 

There are several ways that every Stanislaus County resident can help to save lives 
from poisonings and overdoses related to synthetic opioids like fentanyl.  

Drug Disposal: Proper disposal of unused or expired medications prevents drug abuse, 
accidental poisoning and overdose, and environmental impacts. Visit the Stanislaus 
County Opioid Safety Coalition for information on the next "Drop the Drugs" event in 
Stanislaus County.  

Naloxone: Naloxone (brand name: Narcan) is a non-addictive, life-saving medication 
that can reverse the effects of an opioid poisoning and overdose when administered in 
time. Ask your pharmacist how you may obtain naloxone, even without a prescription. 
The Stanislaus County Opioid Safety Coalition can also assist in accessing naloxone.  

Education: It is imperative to be educated about the dangers of illicit fentanyl, 
poisoning, and overdose and the necessary steps we can all take to save lives. Parents 
can help protect their children against drug use by providing them with accurate 
information before they encounter risky situations. The Stanislaus County Opioid Safety 
Coalition meets the second Thursday of each month from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Community members are encouraged to participate and make a difference in the 
community. 

Treatment: Medications can be used to treat substance use disorders, sustain 
recovery, and prevent poisoning and overdose. Contact BHRS’s Access and 
Information line at 1-888-376-6246 or visit the BHRS website.  

Not My Child 5K Walk/Run: Join the third annual Stanislaus County Not My Child 5K 
Walk/Run to raise awareness of drug-related poisoning and overdose deaths on August 
31, 2024. Visit the Stanislaus County Opioid Safety Coalition website for event 
registration, information, and resources. 

POLICY ISSUE: 

Board of Supervisors' approval is required to proclaim August 31, 2024, as Overdose 
Awareness Day in Stanislaus County. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

There are no fiscal impacts associated with this item. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS' PRIORITY: 

The recommended action is consistent with the Board's priority of Supporting a Healthy 
Community by raising awareness of drug addiction, poisoning, and overdose, to prevent 
the loss of lives due to drugs in the community. 

https://stancountyrxsafety.org/en/
https://stancountyrxsafety.org/en/
https://stancountyrxsafety.org/en/
https://stancountyrxsafety.org/en/
https://stancountyrxsafety.org/en/
https://www.stancounty.com/bhrs/
https://stancountyrxsafety.org/en/
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STAFFING IMPACT: 

There are no staffing impacts associated with this item. 

CONTACT PERSON:   

Tony Vartan, MSW, LCSW                209-525-6222 

Director, Behavioral Health and Recovery Services 

 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. Proclamation 
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