THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS
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Project
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THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

AGENDA ITEM
DEPT: Planning and Community Development BOARD AGENDA:5.D.1
AGENDA DATE: July 17, 2018
CONSENT: [/
CEO CONCURRENCE: 4/5 Vote Required: No
SUBJECT:

Approval to Adopt a Negative Declaration for the West Modesto Infrastructure Sewer
Project

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

1. Adopt a Negative Declaration pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act
Guidelines Section 15074(b), by finding that on the basis of the whole record,
including the Initial Study and comments received, there is no substantial
evidence the project will have a significant effect on the environment and that the
Negative Declaration reflects Stanislaus County’s independent judgment and
analysis.

2. Direct the Planning and Community Development Department to file a Notice of
Determination with the Stanislaus County Clerk Recorder’s office pursuant to
Public Resources Code Section 21152 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15075.

DISCUSSION:

The West Modesto Sewer Infrastructure Project consists of installing sanitary sewer
mains and laterals in three separate unincorporated neighborhoods in west Modesto. It
is estimated that the Project will include the installation of up to 80,000 linear feet of
gravity mains, approximately 1,004 new house laterals and include street
reconstruction. The subject neighborhoods predominately consist of residentially
developed parcels that rely on septic tanks for the treatment of sewage. The purpose of
the Project is to address health and safety concerns associated with failing septic tanks
which could lead to the degradation of ground water.

The Spencer/Marshall neighborhood is generally located approximately 0.3 miles west
of State Highway 99, is accessible from State Route 132 (Maze Boulevard) and
Spencer Avenue. The Project is estimated to provide for 144 service connections in this
neighborhood. The Beverly/Waverly neighborhood is generally located approximately
0.9 miles west of State Highway 99, is accessible from Paradise Road. The Project is
estimated to provide for 527 service connections in this neighborhood. The
Rouse/Colorado neighborhood is located approximately 0.6 miles west of State
Highway 99, is accessible from Tuolumne Boulevard and Roselawn Avenue. The
Project is estimated to provide for 333 service connections in this neighborhood. A map
of the West Modesto Sewer Infrastructure Project Areas is included as Attachment 1.



Planning and Community Development Department staff recommends that the Board of
Supervisors adopt a Negative Declaration pursuant to California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15074(b) by finding that on the basis of the whole
record, including the Initial Study and any comments received, there is no substantial
evidence in the record that the Project will have a significant effect on the environment
and the Negative Declaration reflects Stanislaus County’s independent judgment and
analysis. A copy of the Initial Study and Negative Declaration can be found as
Attachment 2.

Pursuant to CEQA, a Notice of Availability of Initial Study and Notice of Intent (NOI) to
Adopt a Negative Declaration were published in the Modesto Bee newspaper on May 4,
2018, and circulated to various agencies and to the public. Public circulation of the
environmental document for the Project occurred from May 4, 2018, to June 4, 2018.
The County received six responses to the proposed Initial Study, which are summarized
below.

1. Caltrans District 10 requested construction-related traffic counts for Highway 132

(Maze Boulevard) and identified the need for a possible encroachment permit

and the potential need to widen certain street intersections if semi-truck vehicles

are utilized.

The Stanislaus County Environmental Review Committee reported no comments.

The Modesto Irrigation District requested consultation should the Project impact

existing irrigation infrastructure.

4. The State’s Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board commented
that the environmental review document should evaluate potential impacts to
both surface and groundwater quality, including development and implementation
of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and require coverage
under a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.

5. The State Water Resources Control Board commented that “recommended”
minimization efforts be changed to “required” minimization efforts and that any
required biological surveys be conducted by a “qualified” biologist.

6. The Governor’'s Office of Planning and Research relayed response letters from
both of the water board agencies listed above.

W N

No environmental impacts were identified that were significant, unavoidable or required
mitigation. Agency and Department recommended additions and corrections to the
Initial Study and Negative Declaration (ISND) have been addressed and are reflected in
Appendix B — Response to Public Comments located in Attachment 2.

A revised NOI to adopt a Negative Declaration was published in the Modesto Bee on
June 21, 2018, and delivered to the office of County Clerk for posting on June 21, 2018.
The revised NOI reflects a change in the date to consider adoption of the Negative
Declaration from June 12 to July 17, 2018.
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The Project is also subject to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and an
Environmental Assessment was prepared in conformance with 24 CFR Part 58. A
Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact and a Notice of Intent to Request a Release
of Funds was jointly published in the Modesto Bee on June 21, 2018, for a 15-day
review and comment period. The Environmental Assessment and Notices are available
for review on-line at: http://www.stancounty.com/planning/cdbg/index.shtm .

Upon adoption of the Negative Declaration and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s approval of the NEPA environmental review process, the Public Works
Department will initiate and coordinate engineering and design of the Project.
Construction is anticipated to begin with the Spencer/Marshall Neighborhood during
Fiscal Year 2018-2019.

POLICY ISSUE:

Per the County’s adopted CEQA Guidelines, the Board of Supervisors is required to
adopt the Initial Study and Negative Declaration prior to the County filing a Notice of
Determination on the Project’s environmental assessment.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The cost to prepare the Project's CEQA and NEPA environmental review documents
were paid for by Self-Help Enterprises via a grant funded through the California State
Water Resources Control Board. The cost to file the Notice of Determination with the
Stanislaus County Clerk Recorder's Office is $2,338 ($2,281 Fish and Wildlife filing fee
and $57 County Clerk filing fee). Fees will be paid by the Stanislaus Urban County’s
Community Development Block Grant Special Revenue Fund. Funding is included in
the Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Stanislaus Urban County’s Community Development Block
Grant Special Revenue Fund.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ PRIORITY:

Approval of the adoption of the Negative Declaration will support the Board of
Supervisors’ priority of Delivering Efficient Public Services and Community
Infrastructure to benefit residents by providing sanitary sewer infrastructure to alleviate
health and safety concerns from failing septic systems.

STAFFING IMPACT:

Existing Planning and Community Development staff oversaw the preparation of both
the CEQA and NEPA environmental assessments.

CONTACT PERSON:

Angela Freitas, Director Telephone: (209) 525-6330
Planning and Community Development Department
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ATTACHMENT(S):

1. West Modesto Sewer Infrastrucutre Project Area Map
2. West Modesto Sewer Infrastructure Project Initial Study, Negative Declaration
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ATTACHMENT 2

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1010 10™ Street, Suite 3400, Modesto, CA 95354

Planning Phone: (209) 525-6330 Fax: (209) 525-5911

Building Phone: (209) 525-6557  Fax: (209) 525-7759

CEQA INITIAL STUDY

Adapted from CEQA Guidelines APPENDIX G Environmental Checklist Form, Final Text, December 30, 2009

1. Project title: West Modesto Sewer Infrastructure Project

2. Lead agency name and address: Stanislaus County Planning and Community
Development
1010 10%" Street, Suite 3400
Modesto, CA 95354

3. Contact person and phone number: Miguel A. Galvez, Deputy Director
(209) 525-6330
Galvezm@ Stancounty.com

4. Project location: City of Modesto, Stanislaus County

5. Project sponsor’s name and address: Miguel A. Galvez, Deputy Director
Stanislaus County Planning and Community
Development
1010 10%" Street, Suite 3400
Modesto, CA 95354

6. General Plan designation: Area 7: Low Density Residential.
Area 9: Low Density Residential, Medium
Density Residential.
Area 21: Low-Density, Medium Density
Residential, Commercial, City.

7. Zoning: Area 7: R-1 (Single-Family Residential) and R-
A (Rural Residential).
Area 9: R-1 (Single-Family Residential), R-2
(Medium Density Residential), R-3 (Multiple-
Family Residential), C-1 (Neighborhood
Commercial), and H-1 (Highway Frontage).
Area 21: R-1 (Single-Family Residential), R-2
(Medium Density Residential), R-3 (Multiple
Family Residential), H-1 and (Highway
Frontage).

8. Description of project:

Stanislaus County (County), in cooperation with the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), proposes to install sanitary sewer mains and laterals in three
separate unincorporated neighborhoods within west Modesto in Stanislaus County, California (Figures 1, 2,
and 3). It is estimated that the project will include the installation of up to 80,000 linear feet of gravity mains and
approximately 1,004 new house laterals in the Spencer/Marshall (144 services), Beverly/Waverly (527 services),
and Rouse/Colorado (333 services) neighborhoods. The Spencer/Marshall neighborhood is generally located
approximately 0.3 mile west of Highway 99 and is accessible from State Route 132 and Spencer Avenue.

STRIVING TOGETHER TO BE THE BEST!
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10.

The Beverly/Waverly neighborhood is located approximately 0.9 mile west of Highway 99 and is accessible from
Paradise Road. The Rouse/Colorado neighborhood is located approximately 0.6 mile west of Highway 99 and
is accessible from Tuolumne Boulevard and Roselawn Avenue (see Figures 1 through 3). The following street
intersections and road segment are part of the project site: the California/Marshall Avenue intersection; Paradise
Road/Pine Tree intersection; and approximately 100’ east of the Lombardy Drive/Ritsch Lane intersection.

The Spencer/Marshall, Beverly/Waverly, and Rouse/Colorado neighborhoods are disadvantaged communities
located in west Modesto with predominantly residential parcels that currently rely on septic tanks for the
treatment of sewage. The project is proposed in response to health and safety concerns associated with failing
septic systems which could lead to the degradation of groundwater quality. The project will include the
installation of a new sewer system with approximately 80,000 linear feet of sewer main and street reconstruction.
The completed project will allow property owners to abandon their existing septic tanks and connect to a public
sewer system. The new sewer infrastructure will connect into the City of Modesto’s existing public sewer system.
Upon completion of the project, project ownership will be transferred to the City of Modesto for operation and
maintenance.

Existing private septic systems and water services will remain active during project construction. No road
closures are anticipated to occur and access to each residence will be maintained. Minor temporary detours for
local traffic may take place. Temporary construction easements, utility easements, and encroachment permits
may be needed on a limited basis to accommodate the installation of the proposed improvements. Construction
for the Spencer/Marshall area is anticipated to last six months, for the Beverly/Waverly area eighteen months,
and for the Rouse/Colorado area twelve months.

This project is federally funded with Community Development Block Grant funds administered by HUD. To fund
the project’s construction and final design, the County anticipates receiving grant funding from the Clean Water
State Revolving Fund program administered by the State Water Resources Control Board. As such, the project
requires compliance with both the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA). Stanislaus County is the lead agency for CEQA purposes and the responsible entity for
NEPA purposes.

Surrounding land uses and setting: Urban Transition, City, Commercial, Industrial,
Agriculture, Residential, Planned Development.

Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g.,

permits, financing approval, or participation agreement.): California State Water Board, Stanislaus Local
Agency Formation Commission, and United
States Department of Housing and Urban
Development.
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one
impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

ClAesthetics O Agriculture & Forestry Resources [ Air Quality

OBiological Resources O Cultural Rescurces 0O Geology / Soils

OGreenhouse Gas Emissions 0 Hazards & Hazardous Materials O Hydrology ! Water Quality

O Land Use / Planning O Mineral Resources 00 Noise

O Pepulation / Housing 3 Public Services [ Recreation

O Transportation / Traffic [ Utilities / Service Systems 3 Mandatory Findings of Significance

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)
On the basis of this initial evaluation;

L]
L]
[]

[

| find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATICN will be prepared.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will
not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to
by the project proponent, A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant
unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in
an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2} has been addressed by mitigation
measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to
that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATICN, including revisions or mitigation measures that are
imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

M}C ol /JOM—H\ \Uwu 2, Loig

Signature ' -~ Date L)
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are adequately supported by
the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question. A “No Impact” answer is
adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects
like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A “No Impact” answer should be explained
where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive
receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as
well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts.

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, than the checklist answers
must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than
significant. “Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be
significant. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the determination is made, an
EIR is required.

4) “Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the incorporation of
mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less Than Significant
Impact.” The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect
to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from Section XVII, “Earlier Analyses,” may be cross-
referenced).

5) Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect has
been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration.

Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:
a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.
b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. ldentify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope
of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state
whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.
c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures Incorporated,”
describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the
extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.
6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for potential
impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). References to a previously prepared or outside document should,
where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.

7) Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals
contacted should be cited in the discussion.

8) This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies
should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project’s environmental effects in
whatever format is selected.

9) The explanation of each issue should identify:

a) the significant criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significant.
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ISSUES:

I. AESTHETICS -- Would the project: Potentially Less Than Less Than No Impact

Significant Significant Significant
Impact With Mitigation Impact
Included

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? X

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but

not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic X

buildings within a state scenic highway?

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or X

quality of the site and its surroundings?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which X

would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

Discussion:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

No impact. No designated scenic vistas are at or near the project site, nor is it a State Scenic Highway. There are no Wild
and Scenic Rivers? within the project corridor. Therefore, no impact to a scenic vista would result from the project.

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway?

No impact. The project site is not located within a State Scenic Highway?, nor is the site visible from a State highway,
including any State highways designated as scenic highways. Therefore, no impact to scenic resources within a State
Scenic Highway would result from development of the project.

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings?

No impact. The project location and setting provide the context for determining the type of changes to the existing visual
environment. The project sites (Areas 7, 9, and 21) are located along paved roadways in residential parcels within west
Modesto in Stanislaus County. The landscape is characterized by an urban, built environment with landscapes, hardscapes,
and paved roads. Land use within each of the three areas and adjacent to them consist of residential and commercial
neighborhood activities. The visual character of the project would be compatible with the existing visual character of the
three neighborhoods, as the project proposes to install sanitary sewer mains and laterals within existing, paved roadways,
as well as street construction of affected road segments. New sewer systems would be installed into existing sewer mains.
Construction of the project would temporarily change views experienced by drivers, pedestrians, and other people in the
project area; however, these impacts would be short-term and would cease upon project completion. As work is proposed
within existing roadways that would be restored to original roadway conditions, no impact to the visual character or quality
of the site and its surroundings would occur as a result of the project.

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

No Impact. The project would not affect light and glare. No new lighting is proposed. Construction activities would
temporarily introduce equipment and vehicles to the project site; however, work would take place during daylight hours and
no construction lighting is anticipated. The project would not result in additional light or glare that would adversely affect day
or nighttime views in the project area; therefore, no impact to the day or nighttime views of the area would occur as a result
of the project.

Required Avoidance and Minimization Measures: None.
Mitigation Measures: None.

References: Caltrans (2011) National Scenic Byways Program; ?National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, Wild and

Scenic Rivers
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ll.  AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES: In | Potentially Less Than Less Than No Impact
determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are S'?ﬁr‘“f;cc"’t‘m Wifr'lgla'ift'icz':iton S'f’nr]”f;cc"’t‘m
significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer P Includged P

to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site
Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California
Department of Conservation as an optional model to use in
assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. In
determining whether impacts to forest resources, including
timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead
agencies may refer to information compiled by the
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
regarding the state’s inventory of forest land, including the
Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest
Legacy Assessment project; and forest carbon
measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols
adopted by the California Air Resources Board. -- Would the
project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland
of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring X
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code section
12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code X
section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production
(as defined by Government Code section 51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest

X
land to non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which,

due to their location or nature, could result in conversion of N

Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest
land to non-forest use?

Discussion:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to
non-agricultural use?

No Impact. All three areas (7, 9, and 21) of the project site are located entirely within “Urban and Built-Up” land*?, and
proposed project activities would take placed within existing paved roadways. Therefore, no conversion of farmland and no
impacts to farmland would occur.

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract?
No Impact. The project would not conflict with existing zoning for agriculture use, as none exists in any of the three

neighborhoods, and no Williamson Act contracted land is located within the project area'?. Therefore, no impacts to
farmland would occur.
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c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code section
12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland
Production (as defined by Government Code section 51104(g))?

No Impact. There are no forests or forest resources located within the project area; therefore, the project would not conflict
with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land, timberland, or timberland zoned Timberland Production.

d) Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. There are no forests or forest resources located within the project area; therefore, the project would not result
in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use.

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could result in the
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. The project would have no impacts due to the location or nature of the project that would result in the additional
conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use.

Required Avoidance and Minimization Measures: None.
Mitigation Measures: None.

References: !Stanislaus County General Plan and Support Documentation, adopted on August 23, 2016; 2Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency.
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lIl. AIR QUALITY: Where available, the significance criteria | Potentially Less Than Less Than No Impact
established by the applicable air quality management or air | Significant | Significant Significant
. . . . Impact With Mitigation Impact
pollution control district may be relied upon to make the Included
following determinations. -- Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable
air quality plan?

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute
substantially to an existing or projected air quality X
violation?

¢) Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-
attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air X
quality standard (including releasing emissions which
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations?

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial
number of people?

Discussion:
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

No Impact. The project is consistent with the site land use and zoning; therefore, construction of the project would not
conflict with or obstruct implementation of any air quality plan?. The project meets regional conformity requirements
established by the federal Clean Air Act and would not significantly obstruct the implementation of the applicable air quality
plans for the area; therefore, impacts are considered less than significant.

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air quality violation?

Less Than Significant Impact. The project would not violate any air quality standards or contribute substantially to an
existing or projected air quality violation. Each Area (7, 9, and 21) have approximately two weeks of construction-related
activities at each road within the neighborhood. Therefore, impacts to air quality standards or projected air quality are
considered less than significant.

¢) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-
attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard (including releasing emissions which
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?

Less Than Significant Impact. The project would not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria
pollutant, as each Area (7, 9, and 21) would have approximately one day of construction-related activities at each road
within the neighborhood occurring within existing roadways. Project construction would include temporary, short-term
impacts from trucks and equipment use at each location; however, emissions are anticipated to be minimal. Impacts to
cumulative net increases in criteria pollutant are anticipated to be less than significant.

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Less Than Significant Impact. San Joaquin Valley Air Management District defines sensitive receptors as facilities that
house or attract children, the elderly, people with illnesses, or others who are especially sensitive to the effects of air
pollutants or may experience adverse effects from unhealthful concentrations of air pollutants. Hospitals, clinics, schools,
convalescent facilities, and residential areas are examples of sensitive receptors. The nearest sensitive receptor is located
approximately 20 feet from the existing roadways in Areas 7, 9, and 21. However, increased pollutant concentrations from
construction-related activities are anticipated to be short-term and intermittent in nature. Therefore, exposure of sensitive
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations are considered less than significant.
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e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people?

No Impact. While offensive odors rarely cause physical harm, they can be unpleasant, leading to considerable annoyance
and distress among the public, and can generate citizen complaints to local governments and air districts. Project-related
odor emissions would be limited to the times construction-related activities would require machine equipment. Emissions
from equipment may be evident in the immediate surrounding area during these times; however. construction activities
would be short-term and would quickly disperse after equipment utilization. Connection to the main sewer line, which is an
underground, closed system, could result in temporary odors; however, it would quickly disperse after construction is
complete. Therefore, due to the short-term nature of the construction activities, impacts associated with development of the
project are considered less than significant.

Required Avoidance and Minimization Measures: None.
Mitigation Measures: None.

References: !Stanislaus County General Plan and Support Documentation, adopted on August 23, 2016; ?San Joaquin
Valley Air Quality Management District
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IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES -- Would the project:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
With Mitigation

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

Included

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species identified as
a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat
or other sensitive natural community identified in local or
regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the California X
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

¢) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, X
etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors,
or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or X
ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan,
or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

Discussion:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species identified as a
candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Less Than Significant Impact. Prior to field work, literature research was conducted through the USFWS Information for
Planning and Conservation (IPaC) Species List Generator (USFWS 2016), California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) (CDFW 2016) California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) (CNDDB 2016), the California Native Plant Society
(CNPS) Electronic Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants (CNPS 2016), and National Marine Fisheries Service (NFMS)
West Coast Region Species List (NMFS 2016) to identify habitats and special-status species having the potential to occur
within the Project Biological Study Area (BSA)? (Figure 4). Field surveys were conducted on February 22, 2018, by Dokken
Engineering biologist Courtney Owens. The purpose of the survey was to identify habitat types, map jurisdictional waters
and assess habitat suitability for rare or special status species. Field methods included walking meandering transects
throughout the BSAs and observing plants and wildlife, mapping soil types and mapping the extent of both jurisdictional
waters of the United States and State of California.

While the aforementioned background research identified 16 special status species in the project vicinity of Areas 7, 9, and
21, the biological field survey and further research revealed that only one special status species has a low potential to occur
in the project area: Swainson’s hawk (State-listed as threatened). However, Swainson’s hawk was not observed during the
biological survey and the species is unlikely to nest or forage within the project area, as it is contained entirely within
established roadway systems in an urban, built environment. Large nesting and suitable foraging habitat is located within
adjacent agricultural fields and Modesto City parks; however, because there are no trees containing Swainson’s hawk nests
would be removed during proposed project-related activities, indirect impacts to Swainson’s hawk or their habitat could
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occur, but are not anticipated. Therefore, substantial adverse impacts, directly or indirectly, to any special status species,
candidates, or sensitive species are considered less than significant.

Avoidance and minimization measures and Best Management Practices would ensure no impacts to special status species
occurs. The Biological Resources Technical Report is located in Appendix A of this document.

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community identified in local or
regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish and Game or US Fish and Wildlife
Service?

No Impact. The project would install new sewer lines and connect into an existing sewer main within existing roadways
throughout Areas 7, 9, and 21. The project site consists of Urban/Paved and Residential Landscaped vegetative
communities?; no riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations by the California Department of Fish and Game, or US Fish and Wildlife Service exist in the project area (Area
7,9, and 21). Therefore, no impacts to such habitats are would occur as a result of the project.

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

No Impact. The project site (Areas 7, 9, and 21) is not located in federally protected wetlands, and project-related activities
would not involve the removal, filling, or hydrological interruption of waters, as work would be confined in existing roadways
of residential neighborhoods. Therefore, no impacts to federally protected wetlands would occur as a result of the project.

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

No Impact. The project site (Areas 7, 9, and 21) is not located in any body of water and is entirely encompassed within
e