
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 
BOARD ACTION SUMMARY 

DEPT: Board of Supervisors BOARD AGENDA #: *A-3 
-------

AGENDA DATE: April 18, 2017 
SUBJECT: 
Approval of a Commendation for Mattice Harris, M.D., as the Recipient of the 2017 John 
Darroch Memorial Award from the Stanislaus Medical Society 

·--8oAff[fAc-fior;fÄ_s_i=oiii5w~E-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

No. 2017-171 

On motion of Supervisor _YYi!~CQ.~----------------- , Seconded by Supervisor _Ol~~IJ _________________ _ 
and approved by the following vote, 
Ayes: Supervisors: QlseD. .. WLtb[QW ... MQoteAh ... _QeM<tr1iDL<aod _Goaii[Il_q.rJ. .Q.h.ies~- ____________________________ _ 
Noes: Supervisors: _____________ ~.911-~ _____________________________________________________________ _ 
Excused or Absent: Supervisors: ~_Q.fl~ _____________________________________________________________ _ 
Abstaining: Supervisor: ________ J~l9fl~- _____________________________________________________________ _ 

1) X Approved as recommended 
2) Denied 
3) Approved as amended 
4) Other: 

MOTION: 

ATTEST: PAM VILLARREAL, Assistant Clerk File No. 



THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 
AGENDA ITEM 

DEPT: Board of Supervisors BOARD AGENDA #: *A-3 ------
Urgent 0 Routine ® 

1 AGENDA DATE: April18, 2017 

CEO CONCURRENCE: 4/5 Vote Required: Yes 0 No ® 

SUBJECT: 
Approval of a Commendation for Mattice Harris, M.D., as the Recipient of the 2017 John 
Darroch Memorial Award from the Stanislaus Medical Society 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Commend Mattice Harris, M.D., as the Recipient of the 2017 John Darroch Memorial 
Award from the Stanislaus Medical Society. 

CONTACT PERSON: 

Elizabeth King, Clerk of the Board Phone number: 209-525-4494 
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Stanislaus Medical Society 
CHRISTOPHER NE VILLE, M.D. 

PRESIDENT 

JO ANNE CHIPPONERI 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Estab1ished 
1910 

RONALD ARAKELIAN, M.D. 
PRESIDENT -ELECT 

LYNETTE GRANDISON, M.D. 
SECRETARY 

JOSEPH PROVENZANO, 0.0. 

April3, 2017 

The Honorable Terry Withrow 
Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors, District 3 
1010 Tenth Street Ste. 6500 
Modesto CA 95354 

Dear Supervisor Withrow: 

The Stanislaus Medical Society is proud to announce this year's recipient ofthe John Darroch Memorial 
Award (outstanding physician award)- Mattice Harris, MD. Dr. Harris's specialty isin Family 
Medicine. He has practiced in Modesto for almost 40 years, and is currently a family practice physician 
at Orangeburg Medical Group. Through the years, he has demonstrated an exceptional work ethic with 
multiple achievements that benefited his patients, his colleagues and the community. 

We would like to request a resolution or letter of recognition for Dr. Mattice Harris to be presented to him 
at our upcoming Annual Membership meeting scheduled for Thursday May II, 2017 at the Del Rio 
Country Clubin Modesto. The event will begin at 6:00PM. Please let us know ifyou or a representative 
ofyour office will be able to attend and be available to make the presentation for Dr. Harris. Ifyou or 
your representative are not able to attend, our current President, Christopher Neville MD, will be honored 
to read and present any special recognition. 

Attached is a copy ofDr. Harris's Curriculum Vitae and a recent Modesto Bee news article announcing 
his selection as this year's Outstanding Physician. Please accept our gratitude for your help. Ifyou have 
any questions, please feel free to contact our office. 

JAC/dm 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

~/1.~ 
Joanne Chipponeri 
Executive Director 
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Mattice Harris, family doctor, 
honored as Physician of the Year 
by Stanislaus Medical Society 
8\" KI:N C'.AitUiON 

~arll:o11~"1dbir.rom 

When Mattice Harris Jr. 
oogan his practice i.n Mo· 
desto, f:amUy physicians 
were involved w.ith the 
total care of the patienr. 

They cared for pregnant 
women, tocik care of pii· 
tients in inten.sive c.ue1 

and nssisted. with surger· 
ies. "We did a lot of thl:ngs 
we are not doi.ng any· 
more/' Harris said. "Now; 
a lot ofwhatwe do is 
preventive med.icine." 

The Stanislaus Medical 
Society is 1\onoring Harris 
wilh lhe John Darroch 
Memorial Award for Phy· 
sidan of the Year• The 
annual award goes to a 
physician who stands out 
for dedicati.on to patient 
care; educatio:n and qual· 
ity mod.icine. 

Harris is a fam.ily prac­
tice physici:a:n at <>mnge-

burg Medical Group. In a. 
carecr spanning four dec· 
ades, he has se.rved as 
president of the Stanislaus 
MediCalSociety (1988·89); 
the Clllifomia Academy of 
Family Prnctice (1992-93) 
and the MemorW Hospiral 
medical. staff (1984-85); 

After graduating from 
University of New Mexico 
School ofMedicine in 
197St Harris completed a 
residency at what was 
then Scenic General Hos· 
pital in Modcsto, serv:ing 
as chief resident; 1n one of 
h.is tea.ching roles. Harris 
was education director of 
the Scenic General emer­
sencyroom, 

Harris uw other physi.­
ciuns come and go, in· 
duding a busines.'l partner 
that he :knew in medical 
:school who decided to 
t<ctum to New Me:tico. 
Harrisand his family put 
down pennanentroots .in 
Modesto. 

"[ttumed out to be a 
good place to ra.isc a fam· 
ily~" Sllid Harris, who 
r4iscd three cbildren with 
his wife, Barbara. ''We 
bad other oppottunities~ 
but picking up and moving 
again ,seemed not like a 
good ,choice.'' 

Harris has been with 
Orangeburg Medical 
Group since 1991. 

In recent }'ea:rs, fonner 
President Barack Obama's 
Affordab1e Care Act 
broadened access to 
hcalth insurance for mil­
lions of Americans. Harris 
and hl:s partners were 
hesitant at rmt because it 
seemed insurance compa­
ni.es were in charge> and 
they didn't know if the 
immrance payments 
would be much higher 
than Medi·Cal.rates. 

Ultimately, the group 
partic~pated with s.ome of 
the health plans. 

''I don't think it has 

ArJDYAtFAI!O lliilll~ 

Dr. Mattice Harris Jr. 'iS a family pradice physfcian at 
· Orangeburg Medical Group.in Modesto. 

been .an exceptional pro· 
gram,"'Hanis said. "lthas 
been a good program tha.t 
still has room to improve. 
• .• 1 would say l'm con­
fused about the fublre of 

:inedidne. We don~t know 
what's going to bappcn 
with the Affordable Carc 
Act." 

Harris inherited his ftrst 
name and career choice · 

' ' IT TURNED OUT 
TO BE AGOOD 
PLACE TO RAISE A 
FAMILY. WE HAD 
OTHER 
OPPORTUNITIES. 
BUT PICKING UP 
AND MOVING 
AGAIN SEEMED 
NOT LIKE A 6000 
CHOICE. 
Mattlce Jlarrls Jr. 

from his father.~ Matticc 
Harris, .Sr., who was a 
·physician in Orange, Tex­
as. Hi!!l 45-year-cld SOD; 
nickn:amed Buzzy, is Mat­
tice Harris IIT. 

The Modesto doctor has 
a pilot's lic:ense and en}O}'S 
tlying when time pennits. 
His other hobbics include 
goJf, fly fishing and pho· 
tography. 

Ken Carlson: 209-578-2321 



COMMENDING DR. MATTICE HARRIS, 
STANISLAUS MEDICAL SOCIETY'S RECIPIENT OF 

THE JOHN DARROCH MEMORIAL AWARD 

WHEREAS, the Stanislaus Medical Society is proud to present Dr. Mattice Harris with 
the 2017 John Darroch Memorial Award for Outstanding Physician of the Year. This 
annual award goes to a physician who stands out for dedication to patient care, 
education and quality of medicine and will be presented to him on Thursday, May 11, 
2017 at theDel Rio County Clubin Modesto; and, 

WHEREAS, Dr. Harris has practiced medicine in Modesto for almost 40 years and is 
currently a family practice physician at the Orangeburg Medical Group; and, 

WHEREAS, he lives in Modesto with his wife Barbara and their three children. He has 
several hobbies he enjoys. He has his private pilot's license and enjoys flying when time 
allows; he also enjoys golf, fly fishing and photography; and, 

WHEREAS, he is a graduate from the University of New Mexico School of Medicine 
(1975) and he completed his residency in Modesto at, what was then, the Scenic 
General Hospital where he served as chief resident; and, 

WHEREAS, through the years, he has demonstrated an exceptional work ethic with 
multiple achievements that have benefited his patients, his colleagues and the 
community; and, 

WHEREAS, Dr. Harris has served as president of the Stanislaus Medical Society (1988-
89), the California Academy of Family Practice (1992-93) and the Memorial Hospital 
medical staff (1984-85); and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Stanislaus County Board of 
Supervisors does hereby commend Dr. Mattice Harris for his outstanding contributions 
to the citizens of Stanislaus County and congratulates him upon being the 2017 John 
Darroch Memorial Award recipient. 


