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Designation of the Community Services Agency as the Entity to Assist County Jail Inmates to Submit 
Applications Under the Health Insurance Affordable Care Program Consistent with Federal 
Requirements 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Designate the Community Services Agency as the entity to assist County jail inmates to submit 
applications under the Health Insurance Affordable Care Program consistent with Federal requirements. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Inmate off-site inpatient hospital services are currently funded in the contract with California Forensic 
Medical Group, the County's jail medical provider. If inmates are enrolled in Medi-Cal, it is estimated 
that approximately $250,000 in revenue from Medi-Cal could be recovered annually, depending on the 
amount that is paid for the inpatient hospital services. This revenue would be recorded in the Chief 
Executive Office -Jail Medical Budget, which is a General Fund Budget. The amount recovered is 
directly related to the amount paid for inpatient services, less a small administration fee paid to the 
Health Services Agency. 
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DISCUSSION: 

Assembly Bill 720 (AB 720) was signed by the Governor on October 8, 2013, and amended 
Penal Code Section 4011.11 and Welfare and Institutions Code Section 14011.10 relating to 
inmates. It authorizes a County Board of Supervisors to work with its Sheriff to designate an 
entity or entities to ensure qualified inmates receiving off-site inpatient hospital services are 
enrolled in Medi-Cal, as allowed by federal law. The purpose of this item is to request that the 
Board of Supervisors designate the Community Services Agency to assist inmates in the County 
with their Medi-Cal applications. 

Enrolling qualified inmates in Medi-Cal will allow the County to receive Medi-Cal funds for off-site 
inpatient hospital services. In order to address AB 720, a Stanislaus County work group was 
formed and has met several times. The group consists of staff from the Sheriff's Office, the 
Community Services Agency, the Health Services Agency, the Chief Executive Office, and the 
jail medical services provider, California Forensic Medical Group. Receipt of Medi-Cal funding 
for inmate inpatient hospitalization services requires a partnership between the Community 
Services Agency, the Health Services Agency, and California Forensic Medical Group (CFMG). 
When an inmate receives inpatient medical services at an offsite hospital, the Community 
Services Agency will assist the inmate with his or her application for Medi-Cal, if qualified. The 
County's jail medical provider, CFMG, will pay for the hospitalization costs per the current 
agreement. Once paid, the County can invoice the State for Medi-Cal funds through the 
County's Health Services Agency. The Health Services Agency has determined that it will 
charge a small administrative fee for its services. The State has not yet finalized its process for 
counties to receive inmate Medi-Cal funding, but should be doing so shortly. In addition to 
working with the State, the Community Services Agency (CSA) has been working with Doctors 
Medical Center staff who serve as patient advocates to ensure that the information is sent to 
CSA in a timely manner. The jail medical services provider, California Forensic Medical Group, 
has been a very cooperative partner in this process. 

POLICY ISSUE: 

This action is consistent with the Board of Supervisors' priorities of maintaining a safe and 
healthy community. 

STAFFING IMPACTS: 

Community Services Agency staff will be responsible for assisting inmates receiving off-site 
inpatient hospital services with enrolling in Medi-Cal. 

CONTACT PERSON: 

Brenda Kiely, Management Consultant- (209) 525-7674. 


