
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 
ACTION N 'A SUMMARY 

DEPT: Environmental Resources BOARDAGENDA#_*_B_-_3 ____________ _ 

AGENDA DATE March 4, 2014 

4/5 Vote Required YES D NO I!] 
Urgent 0 Routine I!] ~ 

CEO Concurs with Recommendation YES NO 0 
(Info tion Attached) 

SUBJECT: 

Approval of a Right-of-Entry Agreement with the United States Department of Energy, Western Area 
Power Administration, Sierra Nevada Region, to Allow Access to the Fink Road Landfill and the Grazing 
Lease and 15 Ranch Properties Adjacent to the Fink Road Landfill 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Authorize the Director of Environmental Resources, or designee, to sign a Right-of-Entry Agreement with 
the United States Department of Energy, Western Area Power Administration, Sierra Nevada Region, to 
allow access to the Fink Road Landfill and the Grazing Lease and 15 Ranch properties adjacent to the Fink 
Road Landfill. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

In connection with the requested Right-of-Entry Agreement, $1,500 compensation is being provided. The 
Department proposes to split this amount equally in thirds as follows: 1/3 to be retained by the County for 
access to the Fink Road Landfill property, and 1/3 each to the current lease holders of the Grazing Lease 
and 15 Ranch. 

BOARD ACTION AS FOLLOWS: 
No. 2014-100 

On motion of Supervisor_~Jth!Q~- _____________________ . , Seconded by Supervisor MQIJteAh ___________________ _ 
and approved by the following vote, 
Ayes: Supervisors:_ OJ~rieD. .. .WLtbrQW .. MQIJ~Ah.. _<ill d. kllairQ1_a_n_ D_e_ M<ir1iDl _____________________________ - __ ---------
Noes: Supervisors=--------------~9~~-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Excused or Absent: Supervisors:_ .9.hi~~9- ___________________________________________________________ -__ ----
Abstaining: Supervisor_; _________ _t~qll~ ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

1) X Approved as recommended 
2) Denied 
3) Approved as amended 
4) Other: 
MOTION: 

ATTEST: CHRISTINE FERRARO TALLMAN, Clerk File No. 



Approval of a Right-of-Entry Agreement with the United States Department of Energy, Western 
Area Power Administration, Sierra Nevada Region, to Allow Access to the Fink Road Landfill 
and the Grazing Lease and 15 Ranch Properties Adjacent to the Fink Road Landfill 

DISCUSSION: 

The Stanislaus County Department of Environmental Resources was recently contacted by the 
United States Department of Energy, Western Area Power Administration, Sierra Nevada 
Region (Western Area Power), to request a Right-of-Entry (ROE) Agreement to properties 
owned by the County. Specifically, access is being requested to the following Assessor's 
Parcel Numbers: 027-017-040 (the Fink Road Landfill), 025-017-013 and 025-017-020 (the 
Grazing Lease), and 025-012-031, 025-012-033, and 025-017-015 (the I~ Ranch); the latter 
two of which are immediately adjacent to the Fink Road Landfill (Landfill). 

Western Area Power is proposing to construct and operate a new 62 mile overhead electric 
transmission line between its Tracy substation and the San Luis substation near Santa Nella, 
California, and a new five mile overhead electric transmission line between the San Luis and 
O'Neill substations, both near Santa Nella. In order to analyze this proposed project, Western 
Area Power intends to jointly prepare a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
Environmental Impact Statement and a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Environmental Impact Report. The ROE, or permission to enter onto properties within these 
corridors, is necessary in order to perform these NEPA and CEQA studies. For this project, 
both a proposed and an alternate corridor will be studied and generally these corridors are 
adjacent to the existing transmission line corridor as shown on Attachment A. 

The ROE Agreement (Attachment B) would grant to Western Area Power or its agents, the 
right to enter the above referenced parcels for a period of up to three (3) years, or March 2017, 
for the following purposes: surveys, appraisals, making test borings, and environmentally­
related studies. On February 16, 2010, the Board of Supervisors approved a 15-year 
Agricultural Lease for the property adjacent to the Landfill which is referred to as the Grazing 
Lease, to Claret Farms, Inc. On December 11, 2012, the Board approved a three-year 
Agricultural Lease for the 15 Ranch property, also adjacent to the Landfill, with JKB 
Development, Inc., that includes two possible one-year extensions. Department staff has 
contacted both lease holders and both have consented to allowing access and to the proposed 
revenue sharing split. 

In January 2014, Department staff attended a Public Seeping Meeting for this proposed project 
and offered the following comments on behalf of the County: 

1. The proposed project will traverse property the County owns and currently leases out. 
We would want to avoid if possible, and minimize if it is not, any negative impact to our 
lease holders or proposed uses for these properties. 

2. If new easements will be required, the County would need to be compensated and this 
would likely require Board authorization. 

3. The County would like to be contacted in advance to discuss these comments, access, 
and possible impacts. 

4. Property access for the project may also require Board approval. 
5. If new power lines are to be installed, impact could be minimized if the new lines parallel 

existing lines. 
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Approval of a Right-of-Entry Agreement with the United States Department of Energy, Western 
Area Power Administration, Sierra Nevada Region, to Allow Access to the Fink Road Landfill 
and the Grazing Lease and 15 Ranch Properties Adjacent to the Fink Road Landfill 

Staff will continue to track this proposed project and keep the Board and its lease holders 
appraised of any and all important updates. 

POLICY ISSUE: 

This action supports the Board's priorities of A Healthy Community, A Well Planned 
Infrastructure System, and Efficient Delivery of Public Services. Authorizing access and use of 
property supports the Department's mission to promote a safe and healthy environment and 
improve the quality of life in the community through a balance of science, education, 
partnerships and environmental regulation. 

STAFFING IMPACT: 

There are no staffing impacts associated with this item at this time. 

CONTACT PERSON: 

Jami Aggers, Director of Environmental Resources Telephone: 209-525-6770 
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ATTACHMENT A -------











WESTERN AREA POWER ADMINISTRATION 
Agreement for Right-of-Entry 

(For Surveys/Geological/Environmental and Other Studies) 
San Luis Transmission Project 

County of Stanislaus 
JamiAggers 
3800 Cornucopia Way, Suite C 
Modesto, CA 95358-9494 

Environmental Resources 
Parks & Recreation 
(209) 525-6768 Direct 
(209) 525-6768 Main 
(209) 450-5110 Cell 

Stanislaus County 

Lessee/Tenant 

Address (Lesseeffenant) 

Telephone (Lesseeffenant) 

Present Land Use lessee/Tenant Term of Lease 

Assessor's Parcel Number(s): 

025-012-033 
025-017-013 
025-017-020 
025-012-031 
025-017-015 
027-017-040 

Comments/Restrictions 

The undersigned, for and In consideration of $1,500.00 payable to hereby grants to 
Western Area Power Administration (WESTERN), United States Department of Energy, or its agents, the right to 
enter the property described above at any time for a period of THREE YEARS from the date this instrument is 
signed on behalf of the landowner, to survey, appraise, make test borings, and conduct environmental and other 
studies as may be necessary to complete the Investigation being made of said lands by WESTERN. 

WESTERN agrees to be responsible for damages arising from the exercise of the rights granted In this right-of­
entry, either by repairing such damages or at the option of WESTERN by making an appropriate settlement with 
the undersigned in lieu thereof. 

Western Area Power Administration 

Landowner/Lesseeff en ant Date Date 

Landownerllesseeffenant Date 

ATIACHMENT__.:;;:B:.....--_ 



weslERN AREA POWER ADMIHISTf'tATION 
AalMlltlnt b' Rltftt-d-iMry 

(For Su~vfiorvnentalle\d Other Studtea) 
·San U8 TIMlmlNlon Pro.led 

scan11Cau1 County 

Co\if111 of Stanlllaut 
JamlAQgens 
3800 Comucopla Wa'J, Sub C 
Mod1t10. CA 95858 

t.ns1111Tentnt 

_a..~~wa~s~~c~~~~~~~­
Addran (l.ellHll'enant) 

E'n\in>nmentlt Reaourcet 
Parke & Rectatlon 
(209) 626-8768 OfrKt 
(2ot) 62fi.8768 Main 
(209) 450-8110C.I 

See below under APN. 
PmenEt:iiidU• · " 

AelMIOfe PGI06f Humbet(e): 

025017..013 
026017.()20 
CJ2.ti.Ot7.01fi 
025012-038 
025012-031 
027.e1HMO 

CommenteJRestrk.tona 

Grax!ng IAue 
Gfazln9 UIH 
GfminglMae 
l6Rench 
IS Ranch 
Fink Rd landfll 

Mo~ttCo. CA 863§8 

(20PJ 62f-8188 
fafephooo 

Ste below !Wier APNa 

The undtrelgned, for arid In conalderalfon of 11.000.00 p1yabl1ta>6tantslaua CoiJnty he111by grants to Westtm Area 
Power Admfnlatnllfan (WESTERN), UnHed Staft• Djt~rtment otE'nDfUY, or Ila egcnta, lh& 11211\t to enter lhe pcoporty 
delGr"9d ebcwo at MJ. tfr!'8 for a ptrlod of lliRi'E 'Cl\R6 tom tho dllle .thl1 lna1tument la nad on behalf of tho 
"1.ndoM\er. to •U"MrV. appraise. mete tnt bOlfna•, and llOflduc;t erwlrwmttntal and other alu ea ea may be 
OecetealY to DOITll>lete lhe kwutlgetlon llefng tnide of .. Id len41 by WESTERN. 

WESll;AH ugroea tq t>o ra1pontlbte t'or dap!ll9" •rf•foa ffom th• execdoe ol the dghbl granted In thta ffght-of-entl)I. 
ellfltr by repafllng tut::ft damagea or al tho option. otWESTERN by maldl'lf1 en appropriate e.ettltment vtith the 
undtnfgn&d kt bu the 

' 
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