THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS
ACTION AGENDA SUMMARY

DEPT: Health Services Agency j\f‘g,vj\ BOARD AGENDA # *B-8
Urgent [] Routine [g] AGENDA DATE _June 11, 2013
CEO Concurs with Recommendation YES NO[ ] 4/5 Vote Required YES ["| NO [m]
{Information Attached)

SUBJECT:

Approval to Issue a Request for Proposals for the Provision of Nutrition Education and Obesity Prevention
Programs to Low-Income Stanislaus County Residents

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Authorize the General Services Agency (GSA) Purchasing Division to issue a Request for Proposals (RFP)
on behalf of the Health Services Agency (HSA) for the provision of Nutrition Education and Obesity
Prevention Programs (NEOP) to low-income Stanislaus County residents for the contract period of October
1, 2013 through September 30, 2016.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The Adopted Final Fiscal Year 2012-2013 HSA Public Health budget is approximately $26 million dollars.
The estimated total cost of the contracts that may be awarded for this RFP is approximately $960,000
over a three-year period or $320,000 annually. Funding for these contracts is provided through the
California Department of Public Health for the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)/NEOP
prevention grant that was approved by the Board of Supervisors on September 25, 2012.

(Continued on Page 2)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

1) X Approved as recommended

2) Denied
3) Approved as amended

4) Other:

MOTION:

ATTEST: CHRISTINE FERRARO TALLMAN, Clerk File No.
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FISCAL IMPACT (Continued):

The amount for these contracts is included in HSA's 2012-2013 budget and will be
included in the subsequent fiscal year budget proposal. Since the grant is 100%
federally funded, there will be no fiscal impact to the County General Fund. Current
program staff will oversee the proposal process and subsequent contract monitoring.

DISCUSSION:

The Nutrition Education and Obesity Prevention (NEOP) programs grant is funded by
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and administered at the state level
by the California Department of Public Health and the California Department of Social
Services. The NEOP program consists of a comprehensive local nutrition education
and obesity prevention program for the CalFresh eligible population. The HSA serves
as the lead health agency and coordinates local partners and involves multiple sectors
to improve the nutritional status and prevent obesity among Stanislaus County's low-
income population in accordance with the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids (HHFK) Act of
2010.

There are three priority areas for these programmatic efforts:

1. Increase access and consumption of healthy foods.

2. Decrease consumption of less healthy foods and beverages, and increase
consumption of water.

3. Increase physical activity opportunities throughout the day.

The overarching goal is to empower and enable qualifying participants to: select healthy
foods and beverages; increase physical activity through nutrition education, social
marketing, and environmental supports. These activities potentially prevent or postpone
onset of risk factors for diet-related chronic diseases such as Type Il diabetes,
hypertension, and atherosclerosis. Qualifying participants include: Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program-Education (SNAP-Ed) and those eligible individuals or
families with an income level at or below 185% of the Federal Poverty Level.

One of the grant funding requirements is that the lead agency (HSA) subcontracts out a
minimum of 30% of its annual NEOP budget. Local partners and/or agencies then reach
the target population and advance dietary change. HSA is requesting approval to issue
an RFP for the provision of NEOP programs targeting low-income Stanislaus County
residents for a contract period of October 1, 2013 through September 30, 2016. The
goal of this RFP focuses funding to increase the number of sectors that can be affected
by program interventions. There are three project areas for these proposed dollars.
They are:
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1. Schools/Afterschool Programs Project - contractors are required to build
relationships with qualifying schools/afterschool sites’ administration, staff, parents,
and students to increase access and consumption of healthy foods and beverages
through site-based nutrition education and interventions.

2. Youth Engagement Project - contractors are required to conduct youth engagement
projects, at qualifying sites, for those 12-18 years of age. This project engages
SNAP-Ed eligible youth in leadership, critical thinking, problem solving, and
community-based research. Youth identify and address an issue involving
consumption and access to healthy foods, beverages, and local physical activity
opportunities by using public health strategies or interventions.

3. Peer Education Project - contractors are required to conduct a series of nutrition
education classes at qualifying sites. They must provide information to increase
healthy food access through a peer-to-peer model. Peer educators will be trained to
teach a series of nutrition education classes to promote health eating and food
security.

The proposed funding availability is as follows: Schools/Afterschool Programs Project,
up to $195,000 annually; Youth Engagement Project, up to $50,000 annually; and Peer
Education Project, up to $75,000 annually.

All three of the project areas will have an evaluation component to determine if their
efforts have been successful and to measure the overall effectiveness of the project.

POLICY ISSUES:

Approval to issue an RFP supports two Board priorities: A Healthy Community and
Effective Partnerships. Collaborating with community partners in developing strategies
to improve the community's nutritional status and to prevent obesity assists in creating
healthier residents through maximizing community relationships.

STAFFING IMPACT:

There is no staffing impact associated with this request as existing staff will support this
contracting effort.

CONTACT PERSON:

Colleen Woolsey, Associate Director, Public Health, (209) 558-6833



Stanislaus County
Request for Proposal

Nutrition Education Program

Pre-Proposal Conference Date
June 27, 2013 at 10:00 a.m.

Closing Date and Time Due
July 30, 2013 at 2:30 p.m.

Proposers are required to submit an original and five (5) additional copies of their proposal
response (including all required attachments) to the address below. Proposals shall clearly
identify the project name, RFP number, and RFP response date on the outside of the envelope
and be delivered in a sealed envelope. Failure to do so may cause the proposal to be rejected.

Deliver to:
Stanislaus County
General Service Agency/Purchasing Division
1010 10" Street Suite #5400
Modesto, CA 95354
(209) 525-6319

Any changes to this RFP are invalid unless specifically modified by Stanislaus County (County)
and issued as a separate addendum document. Should there be any question as to changes to
the content of this document, the County’s copy shall prevail. All addenda and notices related to
this solicitation will be posted by the County on Public Purchase. In the event this RFP is
obtained through any means other than Public Purchase, the County will not be responsible for
the completeness, accuracy or timeliness of the final RFP document.
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1.1

1.2

1.3

SECTION ONE—INTRODUCTION

Statement of Purpose

The County of Stanislaus (County) is seeking proposals from qualified and experienced
organizations for the provision of a Nutrition Education Program on behalf of the County’s Health
Services Agency.

The selected proposer must meet all the requirements and expectations listed, as well as all the
general contractual requirements mandated by the County. Any specifications and processes
defined in this Request for Proposal (RFP) reflect the current environment, but in no way limit
response to this solicitation. All proposers, however, must explain thoroughly, how their offering
meets the minimum service and deliverable expectations specified in the RFP. Award shall be
made to the proposer whose proposal is determined in writing to (a) best meet the criteria set
forth herein and (b) provide the best value to the County.

This RFP contains the instructions governing the requirements for proposals including the format
in which proposal information is to be submitted and the material to be included; the
requirements that must be met to be eligible for consideration; and the responsibilities of the
proposer before and after implementation.

Contract Duration

The County intends to enter into a contract with an effective period of October 1, 2013 through
September 29, 2016. The County reserves the right to extend this contract on a year-to-year
basis; however, in no case shall the renewal extend beyond one year from the expiration date of
the original agreement. An extension of the term of this contract will be affected through an
amendment to the contract. If the extension of the contract necessitates additional funding
beyond that which was included in the original contract, the increase in the County’s maximum
liability will also be affected through an amendment to the contract and shall be based upon
rates provided in the original contract and proposal.

RFP Intent

The Stanislaus County Network for a Healthy California Program is funded by a Nutrition
Education and Obesity Prevention (NEOP) grant from the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program-Education (SNAP-Ed) (also
known in California as CalFresh, formerly Food Stamps) through the California Department of
Public Health (CDPH).

The NEOP program consists of a comprehensive local nutrition education and obesity
prevention program for the CalFresh eligible population. The Health Services Agency (HSA)
serves as the lead health agency and coordinates local partners and involves multiple sectors to
improve the nutritional status and prevent obesity among Stanislaus County's low-income
population in accordance with the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids (HHFK) Act of 2010.

There are three priority areas for these programmatic efforts:

1. Increase access and consumption of healthy foods.

2. Decrease consumption of less healthy foods and beverages, and increase consumption of
water.

3. Increase physical activity opportunities throughout the day.

The overarching goal is to empower and enable qualifying participants to select healthy foods
and beverages; increase physical activity through nutrition education, social marketing, and
environmental supports. These activities potentially prevent or postpone onset of risk factors for
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diet-related chronic diseases such as, Type Il diabetes, hypertension, and atherosclerosis.
Qualifying participants include: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program-Education (SNAP-
Ed) and those eligible individuals or families with an income level at or below 185% of the
Federal Poverty Level (FPL).

PURPOSE

The Stanislaus County Health Services Agency (HSA) Network for a Healthy California
(Network) Program, hereinafter referred to as the Network Program, is issuing this Request for
Proposals (RFP) to solicit proposals from interested and qualified entities to provide services to
improve the nutritional status and prevent obesity among the low income population in
accordance with the United State Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) SNAP-Ed Guidance. The
programs should emphasize a comprehensive approach to improve nutrition. The Stanislaus
County Network Program has allocated a total of $320,000 in total funds for Federal Fiscal Year
2013-14 (FFY13/14) for Vendor to implement at least one of the following three projects:

A. Schools/Afterschool Programs Project - proposers are required to build relationships with
qualifying schools/afterschool sites’ administration, staff, parents, and children to increase
access and consumption of healthy foods and beverages through site based nutrition
education and interventions.

Target Audience: School aged youth (kindergarten through high school), parents, teachers,
and administrators at schools where at least 50% of the students qualify for free and
reduced priced meals.

B. Youth Engagement Project - proposers are required to conduct Youth Engagement projects
targeting youth between the ages of 12-18. This project aims to engage SNAP-Ed eligible
youth in leadership, critical thinking, problem solving, and community-based research. They
will identify and address an issue involving consumption and access to healthy foods and
beverages and physical activity opportunities in their environment by utilizing strategies or
interventions that apply public health approaches.

Target Audience: Youth ages 12-18 at qualifying middle or high schools, youth serving
agencies, parks and recreation groups, or afterschool sites and/or school/site administrators.

C. Peer Education Project - proposers are required to implement strategies to conduct a series
of nutrition education classes at qualifying sites and to provide information to increase
healthy food access though a peer to peer model. Peer educators will be trained to teach a
series of nutrition education classes to promote healthy eating and food security.

Target Audience: SNAP-Ed eligible participants, adults with incomes up to 185% of the
Federal Poverty Level (FPL).

Note: All program activities must be conducted with SNAP-Ed eligible participants at
gualifying sites which in accordance with the USDA’s SNAP-Ed eligibility guidance
include households with income at or below 185% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) in
approved census tract locations, local means tested sites, and schools with at least 50%
of students receiving Free or Reduced Price Meals. For a complete listing of qualifying
census tracts, means tested sites, and schools in Stanislaus County, please review
Exhibits A, B and C as referenced below in Appendix A.
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FUNDING AMOUNTS

Total Available Funds

Projects:

Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2013/14
(10/01/2013 -

9/30/2014)

Federal Fiscal Year
FFY 2014/15
(10/1/2014 -

9/30/2015)

Federal Fiscal Year
FFY 2015/16
(10/1/2015-9/30/2016)

Schools/Afterschool
Programs Project

Up to $195,000

Up to $195,000

Up to $195,000

Youth Engagement
Project

Up to $50,000

Up to $50,000

Up to $50,000

Peer Education Project

Up to $75,000

Up to $75,000

Up to $75,000

14

15

RFP 13-11-SS

The total amount of funds available for awards through this RFP is contingent upon available
funding. Projects are scheduled to begin 10/1/2013 (FFY 13/14), and may be renewed for two
additional years through September 30, 2016. One or more proposers may receive funding per
project area.

Proposal Deadline

Original proposals shall be submitted no later than the Proposal Deadline time and date detailed
in the Section 2, RFP Schedule of Events. Proposals shall clearly identify the Project Name,
RFP Number, and RFP response date on the outside of the envelope and be delivered in a
sealed envelope. Failure to do so will cause the proposal to be rejected. It is the County’s
recommendation that the delivery method chosen require a receipt confirmation. Proposers
shall respond to the RFP and any exhibits, attachments, or amendments. A proposer’s failure to
submit a proposal as required before the deadline shall cause the proposal to be disqualified.

Proposers assume the risk of the method of dispatch chosen. The County assumes no
responsibility for delays caused by any delivery service. Postmarking by the due date shall not
substitute for actual proposal receipt by the County. Late proposals shall not be accepted nor
shall additional time be granted to any potential proposer.

Proposals may not be delivered orally, by facsimile transmission, or by other telecommunication
or electronic means unless specifically requested by Stanislaus County General Services
Agency (GSA).

Nondiscrimination

No person shall be excluded from participation in, denied benefits of, discriminated against in the
admission or access to, or discriminated against in treatment or employment in the County’s
contracted programs or activities on the grounds of disability, age, race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, or any other classification protected by federal or California State Constitutional
or statutory law. Additionally, no person shall be excluded from participation in, denied benefits
of, or otherwise subjected to discrimination in the performance of contracts with the County or in
the employment practices of the County’s proposers. Accordingly, all proposers entering into
contracts with the County shall, upon request, be required to show proof of such
nondiscrimination and to post in conspicuous places, available to all employees and applicants,
notices of nondiscrimination.
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1.6 Assistance to Proposers with a Disability

Proposers with a disability may receive accommodation regarding the means of communicating
this RFP and participating in this procurement process. Proposers with a disability should
contact the RFP Point of Contact identified in Section 3.1 to request reasonable accommodation

no later than the deadline for accommodation requests detailed in the Section 2, RFP Schedule
of Events.
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SECTION TWO—RFP SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

2.1 Schedule of Events

The following Schedule of Events represents the County’s best estimate of the schedule that
shall be followed. Unless otherwise specified, the time of day for the following events shall be
prior to 5:00 p.m., Pacific Daylight Time. The County reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to
adjust this schedule as it deems necessary.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

1 | County Issues Request for Proposal (RFP) June 11, 2013

2 | Pre-Conference June 27, 2013

3 | Question Deadline July 16, 2013
4 | Assistance to Proposers with a Disability Deadline July 16, 2013
5 | Submission Deadline—2:30 p.m. July 30, 2013
. . . T-B-D
6 | Mail - Notice of Intentto Award  {Tentative}
July 15, 2013

7 | Appeals Deadline
8 | Board of Supervisors Authorizes Contract August 27, 2013

August 28, 2013 —
9 | Proposer Transition September 30, 2013

10 | Begin Contract Services October 1, 2013

2.2 Pre-Conference Requirement

MANDATORY ATTENDANCE AT PRE-CONFERENCE ‘
D Yes* g No

*If attendance is mandatory, Stanislaus County will accept proposals only from those who have
attended the Pre-Conference. All other submittals shall be rejected.
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2.3 Pre-Conference

A Pre-Conference for all potential proposers is scheduled at the time and date set forth below
and in the preceding Section 2.1, Schedule of Events.

PRE-CONFERENCE LOCATION |

Stanislaus County Health Services Agency
Date: June 27, 2013 Time: 10:00 a.m.
Address: 830 Scenic Drive City: Modesto

Conference Room: Martin Conference

Phone: 209-525-6319
Room

The purpose of the Pre-Conference is to discuss the work to be performed with the prospective
proposers and allow for questions concerning the RFP. Proposers are strongly encouraged to
(a) read through this RFP document in its entirety prior to the scheduled Pre-Conference and
(b) bring the RFP document in printed format to the scheduled Pre-Conference. The Pre-
Conference serves solely to clarify the contents of the RFP and is not intended to provide
technical assistance to proposers or to add information to this RFP. The purpose is to answer
guestions; respond to previously submitted written questions; and clarify any ambiguities. Such
clarification may aid potential proposers in deciding whether to submit proposals.

The response to any question that is given orally at the Pre-Conference is to be considered
tentative and nonbinding on the County. After the Pre-Conference, the official response to all
questions shall be published in writing by issuing an addendum. This is to ensure accurate,
consistent responses to all proposers.
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SECTION THREE—GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND INFORMATION

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Proposal Inquiries

Questions, in written form, regarding this proposal should be referred to:

RFP POINT OF CONTACT

Stanislaus County General Services Agency/Purchasing Division
1010 10" St., Ste. 5400 Modesto, CA 95354-0859

Attention: Cathy Blair, Sr. Buyer Phone: 209-525-4346

E-mail: blairc@stancounty.com Fax: 209-525-7787

All inquiries are to be submitted at least ten (10) working business days prior to the proposal
closing date. Any responses by the County will be made in written form. Any change in
requirements will be done in the form of a written addendum. The receipt of any resulting
addendum must be acknowledged in accordance with the directions on the addendum. Oral
explanations or instructions given before the award of the contract will not be binding.

Proposal Format
Proposals must be submitted in the format identified in Section Five—Proposal Submittal
Process. All items shall be completed and the signatures of all persons signing shall be written

in longhand. GSA Purchasing may not consider proposals not submitted in the format specified.

Proposals shall clearly identify the project name, RFP number, and RFP response date on the
outside of the envelope and be delivered in a sealed envelope no later than 2:30 p.m., to:

Stanislaus County

GSA Purchasing Division

1010 10th Street, Suite 5400

Modesto, CA 95354-0859
Proposals Received Late
Proposals received after the time specified will be returned unopened to the respective proposer
and will not be considered for evaluation. Proposals will be opened in public at 2:30 p.m. on
said date at the above location.
Alternate Proposals

Alternate proposals will be considered unless otherwise stipulated.
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3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

Proposal Errors

Mistakes in a proposer’s submittal must be corrected and the correction inserted; the person
signing the proposal must initial the correction in ink. The County reserves the right to waive any
informalities or minor irregularities in connection with proposals received.

Default or Failure to Perform

The principal protection of the County’s interests in the case of default or other failure to perform
shall be by means of bonds. Below are descriptions of the types of bonds that may be required:

3.6.1 Proposal Security

If required, proposal security shall take the form of a bond, a cashier check, or a certified
check, representing the proposer’s firm commitment to stand behind the RFP price. The
proposer’'s bond shall be prepared and guaranteed by a California admitted corporate
surety made payable to the "County of Stanislaus" or the certified check shall be issued
and certified by a responsible bank or banker. As a general rule, the proposer’s security
is in the amount of ten percent (10%). See Page

3.6.2 Performance Bonds

A performance bond may be required to secure fulfillment of all of the proposer’s
obligations under the contract. If required, the successful proposer shall file with the
County a surety bond satisfactory to the County in the amounts noted prior to the
execution of the contract or awarding of an RFP by the County. Bonds shall be duly
executed by a responsible corporate surety authorized to issue such bonds in California
and secured through an authorized agent with an office in California. Proposer shall pay
all bond premiums, costs and incidentals. See Page

3.6.3 Payment Bonds

If required to assure the proposer’s full discharge of its obligations to subproposer,
suppliers, and other labor used on the project, the successful proposer shall file with the
County a surety bond issued by a California admitted surety in the amounts noted. See
Page

County Code

All provisions of the County Code are applicable to any proposal submitted or contract awarded
pursuant thereto. Note: Stanislaus County enacted a Local Vendor Preference in 2008. Please
see the Local Vendor Preference Notice attached hereto in Section 8.

Award

Within thirty (30) days after the proposal opening, a contract may be awarded by the County to
the proposer whose proposal is determined in writing to be the best value to the County, taking
into consideration price and adherence to the specifications set forth herein. The time for
awarding a contract may be extended at the sole discretion of the County, if required to evaluate
proposals or for such other purposes as the County may determine.

Right of Rejection

The County reserves the right to reject all proposals, as it may deem proper in its absolute
discretion.
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3.10

3.11

3.12

3.13

Form Agreement/Exceptions and Alternatives

The Sample Agreement attached to this Request for Proposal (“RFP”) contains terms and
conditions that will become binding upon the successful proposer upon execution of the contract.
This Sample Agreement is attached solely for the purpose of informing proposers of the fixed,
predetermined, standard contract provisions with which the successful proposer will be required
to comply.

If the proposer suggests alternatives or states exceptions to any term or condition in the
Agreement, or to any provision or requirement of the RFP, such alternative or exception shall be
clearly stated and identified in the submitted proposal. Any alternatives or stated exceptions
proposed must satisfy all minimum qualifications specified in this RFP. The successful proposer
will otherwise be expected to sign the agreement upon award of the contract. The County
expressly reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to (1) reject a proposal containing any
exception or alternatives as non-conforming, or (2) accept any proposal alternative or exception
and to award a contract based thereon if determined to be in the best interest of the County.

Nondiscrimination

Stanislaus County does not unlawfully discriminate in violation of any federal, state or local law,
rule or regulation because of race, religion, color, national origin, ancestry, physical or mental
handicap, medical condition, marital status, age, political affiliation, sex or sexual orientation.

Failure to Comply

The County cannot accept any proposal that does not comply with all of the above stated
requirements.

Protest and Appeal Procedures
3.13.1 General

Proposers wishing to protest or appeal a procurement or contracting decision by the
County of Stanislaus GSA Purchasing Division must follow the procedures provided by
this section. Protests or appeals that are not submitted in accordance with these
procedures will not be reviewed.

3.13.2 Definitions
For the purposes of this procedure:

1. “Board of Supervisors” means the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors.

2. "Days" means working days of the County of Stanislaus.

3. "Filing Date" or "Submission Date" means the date of receipt by the Purchasing
Division of the County of Stanislaus.

4. 'Interested Party" means an actual or prospective proposer or contractor.

5. "Proposal" includes the term "offer" as used in the context of formal, informal, or
negotiated procurements.

6. “Purchasing Agent” means the Stanislaus County Purchasing Agent.

3.13.3 Protest Procedure
1. Any Interested Party may file a written protest with the Purchasing Agent not later

than five (5) days after date of mailing a Notice of Intended Award or Notice of Non-
Award.
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3.14

2. The protest shall be delivered by a courier or sent by registered mail to the
Purchasing Agent.
3. The protest filed with the Purchasing Agent shall:
a. Include the name, address, and business telephone number of the
protestor.
b. Identify the project under protest by name, RFP number, and RFP date.
c. Contain a concise statement of the grounds for protest; provided, however,
RFP processes and procedures, including evaluation criteria, shall not be
proper grounds for protest. Concerns related to such issues should be
raised and addressed, if at all, prior to the bid or proposal opening date to
allow adjustments before evaluation of bids or proposals.
d. Provide all supporting documentation, if any. Documentation submitted after
filing the protest will not be considered during review of the protest or during
any appeal.

3.13.4 Protest Review

1. Upon receipt of a written protest, the Purchasing Agent shall review all the
submitted materials and shall create and retain a written record of the review. The
Purchasing Agent shall respond in writing at least generally to each material issue
raised in the protest not later than ten (10) days after receipt of the written protest.

2. If the protested procurement involves federal funds, interested parties may have the
right to appeal to the appropriate federal agency. When applicable, the Purchasing
Agent shall give notice to the interested party that he or she has the right to such an
appeal and shall identify the federal agency by name and address. When
applicable, an appeal hereunder shall be filed with the appropriate agency within
five (5) working days of the dispatch of rejection notices to the interested party(ies).

3. Purchasing Agent decisions may be appealed in writing to the Board of Supervisors
not later than ten (10) days after date the Purchasing Agent’s decision is mailed to
the protesting party. Such appeal shall be delivered by a courier or sent by
registered mail to the Board of Supervisors, with a copy to the Purchasing Agent.
The Board of Supervisors shall review and decide the appeal based on the grounds
and documentation set forth in the original protest to the Purchasing Agent. The
appealing party may be represented by legal counsel if desired. Each party shall
bear its own costs and expenses involved in the protest and appeal process,
including any subsequent litigation. The decision of the Board of Supervisors shall
be final unless the protested procurements are subject to the federal appeal process
set forth in paragraph 2 above, in which case the decision of the applicable federal
agency shall be final.

Contract Debarment

The regulations guiding Contractor Debarment are found in the Federal Acquisition Regulation
(FAR), subpart 9.4 — Debarment, Suspension, and Ineligibility.

When a procurement or contract involves the use of Federal Funding, the Purchasing Agent (or
designee) is required to determine if the contractor or subcontractor has been debarred,
suspended, or proposed for debarment.

The Federal General Services Administration operates the web-based Excluded Parties List
System (EPLS), which names all contractors debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment,
declared ineligible, or excluded or disqualified under the non-procurement common rule (FAR

9.404 b 1).
Contractors debarred, suspended, or proposed for debarment are excluded from receiving
contracts. Purchasing shall not solicit offers from, award contracts to, or consent to

subcontracts with these contractors, unless the Purchasing Agent determines that there is a
compelling reason for such action. Contractors debarred, suspended, or proposed for
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3.15

debarment are also excluded from conducting business with the County as agents or
representatives of other contractors (FAR 9.405 a).

Contractors included in the EPLS as having been declared ineligible on the basis of statutory or
other regulatory procedures are excluded from receiving contracts, and if applicable,
subcontracts, under the conditions and for the period set forth in the statute or regulation.
Purchasing shall not solicit offers from, award contracts to, or consent to subcontracts with these
contractors under those conditions and for that time period (FAR 9.405 b).

Contractors debarred, suspended, or proposed for debarment are excluded from acting as
individual sureties (FAR 9.405 c).

After the opening of bids or receipt of proposals, the Purchasing Agent (or designee) shall
review the EPLS. Bids received from any listed contractor in response to an invitation for bid
shall be rejected unless the Purchasing Agent determines there is a compelling reason to
consider the bid. Proposals, quotations, or offers received from any listed contractor shall not be
evaluated for award or included in the competitive range, nor shall discussions be conducted
with a listed offeror during a period of ineligibility, unless the Purchasing Agent determines that
there is a compelling reason to do so. If the period of ineligibility expires or is terminated prior to
award, the Purchasing Agent may, but is not required to, consider such proposals, quotations, or
offers. Immediately prior to award, the Purchasing Agent (or designee) shall again review the
EPLS to ensure that no award is made to a listed contractor (FAR 9.405 d 1-4).

Federal E-Verify Contracting Regulations

As of September 8, 2009, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services’ has required federal
contractors and subcontractors to begin using the E-Verify system to verify their employees’
eligibility to legally work in the United States. E- Verify is an internet based online system
operated jointly by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the Social Security
Administration (SSA) that confirms the identify information provided on the applicant or
employee’s 1-9 form.

The new regulation only affects federal contractors who are awarded a new contract after
September 8, 2009 that includes the E-Verify Clause. Federal contractors agree, through
language included in their federal contracts, to use E-Verify to check the eligibility of employees
hired and current employees who perform contract services during the contract term. The same
clause will also be required in subcontracts over $3,000 for services and construction. Contracts
that are exempt from this rule are those that are for less than $100,000 and those that are for
commercially available off-the-shelf items.

Vendors awarded a federal contract that includes the E-Verify clause will be required to enroll in
E-Verify within thirty (30) days from the contract award date. This process will require vendor’s
Human Resource Department to use the E-Verify system to verify the employment eligibility of
all new hires and any existing employees directly working on the federal contracts.

Failure to adhere to this new standard may jeopardize vendor's Federal contracting status.
Further information and instructions are