
DEPT: Chief Executive Office

Urgent 0 Routine 00 \J5
CEO Concurs with Recommendation YES~ NO 0

(Inf~ation Attached)

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS
ACTION AGENDA SUMMARY

BOARDAGENDA#_*_B-_4~ __

AGENDA DATE December 6, 2011

4/5 Vote Required YES 00 NO 0

SUBJECT:

Approval to Increase Appropriations by $10,000 for the Grand Jury to Hire a Private Law Firm for a Civil
Contempt Proceeding Funded by a Transfer of Appropriations for Contingencies

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Approve the increase in appropriations of $10,000 for the Grand Jury to hire a private law firm for a civil
contempt proceeding.

2. Authorize the transfer of $10,000 from Appropriations for Contingencies by a 4/5 vote of the Board of
Supervisors.

3. Direct the Auditor-Controller to increase appropriations as detailed in the attached BUdget Journal form.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The Grand Jury is requesting to increase appropriations by $10,000 to cover the cost of private law firm to
represent the Grand Jury in a civil contempt proceeding. The increase is to be funded by a transfer from
Appropriations for Contingencies. After the transfer, a total balance of $4,410,864 will remain in
Appropriations for Contingencies.

BOARD ACTION AS FOLLOWS:
No. 2011-725

On motion of Supervisor YYi!~r9_"'! . , Seconded by Supervisor J1e M9d:lr1L _
and approved by the following vote,
Ayes: Supervisors: OJ~[i~D..Cbl~~q,_\L\ljthJ9YLQeJ~53JtjoUm.c!. CJlqi[I}153_n-,ytQl1t~ltb _
Noes: Supervisors: J~9[l~ _
Excused or Absent: Supervisors:__ NC?r],~ _
Abstaining: Supervisor..: ~QO~ _

1) X Approved as recommended
2) Denied
3) Approved as amended
4) Other:
MOTION:

ATTEST: CHRISTINE FERRARO TALLMAN, Clerk File No.



Approval to Increase Appropriations by $10,000 for the Grand Jury to Hire a Private Law Firm for
a Civil Contempt Proceeding Funded by a Transfer of Appropriations for Contingencies

DISCUSSION:

On November 8, 2011 the Chief Executive Office received a letter from Ricardo Cordova,
Presiding JUdge of the Stanislaus County Superior Court requesting a $10,000 appropriations
increase to the Grand Jury budget, which includes both the Civil and Criminal Grand Jury.

The Civil Grand Jury would like to continue to move forward a civil contempt proceeding. The
Civil Grand Jury was assisted with the preliminary legal paper work for the proceeding by County
Counsel, but not as the attorney of record. After separate meetings between the foreperson of
the Civil Grand Jury, County Counsel and the District Attorney's Office, it was determined that
County Counsel could not represent the Civil Grand Jury due to a possible conflict of interest.
The District Attorney is not able to represent the Civil Grand Jury because the current case is a
civil, not a criminal matter.

The Civil Grand Jury has chosen a private law firm and has determined that approximately
$10,000 will cover the expense of private counsel. The Chief Executive Office is requesting to
increase Appropriations in the Grand Jury budget by $10,000 to cover the cost of private counsel.
This increase will be funded by an appropriations for contingencies transfer which requires a 4/5
vote of the Board of Supervisors.

POLICY ISSUES:

In considering this item, the Board may consider whether the recommendations are consistent
with the Board of Supervisor's priority of A Safe Community and Efficient Delivery of Public
Services.

STAFFING IMPACTS:

There are no staffing impacts associated with this item.

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Stan Risen, Assistant Executive Officer, 342-1731
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