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March 10, 2011

To:  Board of Supervisors -

From: Stephanie M. Tombrello, LCSW, CPSTI — ]
Executive Director, SafetyBeltSafe U.S.A. R
Re:  Safety Seat Checkup Week, April 10-16,2011

Y

You can help save children from suffering tragic injuries by helping
to make Safety Seat Checkup Week, April 10-16, a special event in
your county. Help reduce the unnecessary toll of children injured
seriously or fatally in motor vehicle crashes.

SafetyBeltSafe U.S.A. is available to you as a resource for posters,
pamphlets, films, speakers, program ideas, and information about
California buckle-up laws. We would appreciate it if the Board of
Supervisors would

¢ lssue a proclamation in recognition of Safety Seat Checkup Week
(sample enclosed). Send your proclamation to us in advance for
display at Safety Seat Checkup Day on April 16.

e Encourage targeted enforcement to increase the focus on violations
of child safety seat and safety belt laws during Special Enforcement
Week, April 3-9, sponsored with Peace Officers Association of Los
Angeles County.

e Distribute posters and pamphlets, available from SafetyBeltSafe
U.S.A,, through county agencies and employees. Put up our
permanent "Buckle-Up" parking lot signs.

In Los Angeles County, for example, SafetyBeltSafe U.S.A. is holding
a major event as the culmination of the Week:

Safety Seat Checkup Day on Saturday, April 16, from 10:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. at the Petersen Automotive Museum parking lot in
Los Angeles

On April 16, families who want to participate in Safety Seat Checkup Day
will drive to a designated area where trained volunteers will conduct a
detailed inspection of their safety seats and the way they are being used.
Parents will be told if the safety seats have been recalled or need
replacement parts and shown how to use them correctly.

Your support for this effort, reported to newspapers in your county,
may encourage them to publicize this subject more widely. Please
share your ideas for Safety Seat Checkup Week with us.
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PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the number one preventable cause of death and injury
of children and young adults is the automobile collision; and

WHEREAS, more than 90 child passengers under fifteen are killed
and more than 10,000 injured in automobile collisions in California
in each year; and

WHEREAS, 71% of small children killed in crashes would be alive
today if they had been properly restrained in child safety seats; and

WHEREAS, 45% of injuries to child occupants ages four to eight
could be prevented with the use of booster seats; and

WHEREAS, more than 90% of child safety seats are used
incorrectly; and

WHEREAS, California’s child éafety seat usage rate reached a
record high of 94% in 2008, but dropped to 91% in 2009; and

WHEREAS, the State of California requires that all occupants be
properly restrained in safety seats or safety belts with children in
the back seat until at least age six or 60 pounds; and

WHEREAS, the State of California requires all occupants of motor
vehicles to be buckled up correctly on every ride;

WHEREAS, crash-tested safety seats are moderately priced and
widely available for purchase at retail stores and at low cost from
safety seat distribution programs throughout California; and

WHEREAS, SafetyBeltSafe U.S.A. has been dedicated for more
than 30 years to protecting children from injury or death while being
transported in a motor vehicle:

NOW BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE COUNTY OF
THAT APRIL 10 - 16, 2011, BE DECLARED SAFETY SEAT
CHECKUP WEEK.




