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November 24,2008 

Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Stanislaus 
1010 10& Street, Suite 6800 
Modesto, California 953 54 

Dear Sirs: 

As noted in previous correspondence, the cities of Ceres and Modesto have serious concerns 
related to the County's plans to replace the animal shelter. 

In summary, the County is asking the cities to significantly increase their budgets, not only to 
pay for over 60 percent of the new shelter's cost but to also pay the majority of the 
operational costs, over and above current contract costs for field service. This added financial 
burden in the face of significant budget shortfalls will have an adverse impact on our ability to 
provide other vital city services. 

In addition, the cities are concerned with the overall management of the animal control 
program relative to field service delivery problems, significant turnover, the inability to fill 
the director's position, inadequate spayheuter and public education efforts, continued high 
euthanasia rates and the lack of long range planning. All of these could factor into additional 
increases in operational costs. 

For these reasons we would appreciate receiving answers to the following questions, so that 
we may better determine whether continuing to utilize the County shelter is in the best fiscal 
interests of our citizens. 

1. Given that we are facing the most significant economic downturn in the last 30 years, 
is there any reason why this project could not be delayed 18 months to two years to 
give cities and the County time to hopefilly acquire adequate finding to construct and 
operate a facility that will serve the citizens for many years to come? 

2. The County plans to finance the building over 20 years. What would the effect on the 
cities be if this project were financed over 25 or 30 years? 
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