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Dear Chairman Mayfield, I 

\ 

As you know, Governor Schwanenegger has signed Assembly Bill (AB) 3034 into law. L 

This legislation modifies the High-Speed Train proposition that will appear on California 
ballots in November as Proposition 1 A. 

I have enclosed for your review a summary of the High-Speed Train proposal and several 
articles pertaining to the bill's passage and signing. 

I introduced this bill to make High-Speed Train in California a reality. A bond measure to 
begin construction of this project had been readied for a vote by Californians the past two 
statewide elections but was removed by the Legislature because of a lack of consensus on 
certain project elements. 

AB 3034 addressed those problems. The legislation increases fiscal oversight of bond 
funding, mandates adoption of specific business plans, allows corridors that need 
commuter rail passenger improvements to be eligible for bond fbnding if they connect to 
the High Speed-Train system, and specifically names the Altamont corridor as eligible 
for such funding. The bill also places limits on how much bond money can be utilized for 
non-construction purposes. 

Californians will decide to move forward with a 21 St Century transportation system this 
fall. I hope this information is useful to you. Please do not hesitate to call me at (916) 
3 19-20 1 7 if you have questions. 

Sincerely, 

Cathleen Galgiani 
Assemblymember, 1 7& District 
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Editorial 
On the right track 

Galgiani's efforts put rail bond on 
November ballot 

By The Record 
August 31, 2008 

There's no question that political shock waves emanated throughout the state Capitol last week over a 
high-speed rail bill. 

There had been a standoff. 

On one side was Republican Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, as powerful a figure as there is in state 
politics, who had pledged steadfastly to veto any bill coming across his desk until legislators finally - 
belatedly - passed a budget. 

On the other was Cathleen Galgiani, D-Livingston, a first-term assemblywoman and Stockton native who 
wrote the bill that included provisions for funding to improve existing rail passenger service on the 
Altamont Pass corridor. 

The deadlock appeared impenetrable. But then the governor relented. 

Schwarzenegger prudently signed several bills, including the $9.9 billion high-speed rail bond so it can go 
before voters in November. 

But this isn't all about politics. It's also about Californians and their future transportation needs. 

Gas is $4 a gallon. It's becoming more vital that we not only discuss alternative modes of transportation 
but make some of them happen. 

There's no certainty what voters will say in November, but this at least provides an opportunity to plan. 

"I commend the California Legislature and Gov. Schwarzenegger for their willingness to place the highest 
priority on bringing a high-speed train system to California," said Judge Quentin Kopp, chairman of the 
High Speed Rail Authority. "Assembly member Cathleen Galgiani's tenaciousness and skill kept AB3034 
alive, to the benefit of every Californian. And Gov. Schwarzenegger's leadership has ensured that 
unprecedented economic safeguards will guide the construction of a vitally needed transportation 
alternative." 

Added Galgiani: "The high-speed rail bill will put California's economy on the fast track to economic 
recovery by creating hundreds of thousands of jobs and ensuring accountability and oversight of state 
transportation dollars." 

Kopp predicts AB3034 will improve bond language, protect taxpayers and control costs 
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"This November, Californians will now be able to vote on a high-speed train system grounded in public- 
private financing and guided by fiscal accountability with the guarantee of no new taxes to fund the 
system," he said. 

Galgiani's bill walks the tightrope of considering all Californians while also taking care of her district. 

Northern San Joaquin Valley officials had maintained that the proposed "bullet train" from Los Angeles to 
San Francisco should cross into the Valley by way of the Altamont Pass. But rail officials ultimately opted 
to use the Pacheco Pass to the south. 

Galgiani's bill, however, will ensure that there is "a commitment for Sacramento, Stockton and Modesto 
areas to be served into the future," said Andy Chesley, director of the San Joaquin Council of 
Governments. 

It's going to be a long time - think decades, not years - before you'll be able to hop onto a bullet train and 
speed to Southern California. But last week's maneuvers and compromises give renewed hope to the 
concept 
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Sen. Dave Cogdill August 7th press Release: 
Senate Republican Leader Dave Cogdill Praises Efforts To Improve High Speed Rail Bond 

Senate Republican Leader Dave Cogdill, of Modesto, today supported a measure that makes vast 
improvements to the High Speed Rail Bond measure on November's ballot. 

"Today, I want to commend the legislature, in particular. Senator Roy Ashburn and Assemblywoman 
Cathleen Galgiani for their efforts to amend and improve Proposition 1. the High Speed Rail bond on 
November's ballot. This has been a truly a bi-partisan effort. These legislators worked tirelessly to 
improve the bond measure that is to be put before voters in November." 

"The costs associated with a High Speed Rail system are massive. With the passage of AB 3034, voters 
will now be able to cast a vote on a bond measure with better cost controls and fiscal accountability than 
in the original version of the High Speed Rail Bond. 

Assembly Bill 3034 would make significant changes to the current version of the Safe, Reliable, High 
Speed Train Bond Act, (Proposition I), scheduled for the November ballot. The bond measure would 
then be placed back on the ballot in its amended version as Proposition 1A. 

The measure passed 27-17 and will be returned to the Assembly for concurrence. 

Senator Cogdill proudly represents part or all of the counties of Fresno, Madera, Mariposa, San Joaquin, 
Stanislaus and Tuolumne. 

Posted on Sun, Aug. lo, 2008 

Galgiani, Cogdill on same track with high-speed rail initiative 
By MIKE DUNBAR 

last updated: August 70, 2008 03:07:37 AM 

Budget bickering notwithstanding, sometimes Democrats and Republicans have nice 
things to say about one another. 

Sen. Dave Cogdill of Modesto, the most stalwart of Republicans and the minority leader 
of the Senate, was positively pleasant about Cathleen Galgiani, the Assembly Democrat 
from Atwater. Their districts overlap, and so do many of their concerns. 

Galgiani has taken a leadership role in trying to bring high-speed rail to California. She 
put together a legislative package to make crucial changes in the high-speed rail 
initiative that will go before voters in November. With those changes, the initiative has a 
chance; ivithout them, it makes no sense. Her bill passed the Senate.27-17 and now goes 
back to the Assembly for what should be a formality. 

"I want to commend ... Sen. Roy Ashburn and Assemblywoman Cathleen Galgiani for 
their efforts to amend and improve Proposition I," wrote Cogdill in a news release. "This 
has been truly a bipartisan effort. These legislators worked tirelessly to improve the 
bond measure that is to be put before voters in November. ... With the passage of AB 
3034, voters will now be able to cast a vote on a bond measure with better cost controls 
and fiscal accountability than in the original version of the High Speed Rail Bond." 

Continued 
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Maybe. 

Even if the Assembly passes the bill, as expected, the governor still must sign it before 
the changes in the initiative are made. Galgiani's hard work will be meaningless unless 
Gov. Schwarzenegger signs it by 5 p.m. Monday. Unfortunately, he has vowed not to 
sign any legislation until the state has a budget. 

Drawing such lines in the legislative sand probably felt good for the governor, and it 
actually sounded like a good idea at the time. But it is intransigence that has gotten us to 
this point. We need less of it, not more. 

Galgiani's bill will give voters a good option for high-speed rail in November. Gov. 
Schwarzenegger should make sure they get a chance to vote on it. 

Eos Angeles Gimes 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/politila-m-arnold27-2008ag27,0,857813.story 
From the Los Angeles Times 

Schwaneneggersigns rail bill to get it on ballot 
The governor tells California's legislative leaders he will approve measures that he wants on the November ballot. The bill he signed 
changes language in a $9.9-billion high-speed rail bond measure. 
By Evan Halper 
Los Angeles Times Staff Writer 

August 27,2008 

SACRAMENTO -- He drew a line in the sand a few weeks ago, vowing to veto every bill that reached his office before a state 
budget was in place. Now, 57 days into a new fiscal year without a budget in sight, GOV. Arnold Schwarzenegger has reversed 
himself. 

He sent a letter Monday to legislative leaders, telling them to hurry up and send him several measures he is interested in. Each 
would have to be approved by voters, and the state is almost out of time to put them on the November ballot. 

"The governor believes that Californians ought to have an opportunity to vote on all these measures," said Schwarzenegger 
spokesman Aaron McLear. 

The issue most directly affected by the governor's reversal is a $9.9-billion high-speed rail bond. It's already on the ballot, but the 
governor and lawmakers want to change some of its provisions. 

SO, on Tuesday afternoon, lawmakers sent to Schwarrenegger a measure to steer more of the funds toward a route that extends to 
Anaheim from San Francisco. The existing proposal emphasizes a route that ends in Los Angeles. 

The governor signed the bill, AB 3034 by Assemblywoman Cathleen Galgiani (D-Stockton), and it is now headed for the ballot. 

The ballot language also will change to limit how much of the money can be used for environmental studies and mitigation, planning, 
property acquisition, relocation assistance and administrative expenses. 

Other routes that the money might be spent on include Sacramento to Fresno, Oakland to San Jose, and Bakersfield to LOS 
Angeles. 

The governor also wants40 sign measures for the ballot that include a bond to address the state's water supply, a plan to borrow 
against future lottery profits and controls on how much the state could spend each year. 

At his weekly news briefing Tuesday, McLear had to explain why lawmakers should believe that the governor wouldn't ultimately fold 
and sign anything else they send him. 

"He will not sign any other bills until we have a budget," McLear said. 

CORRESPONDENCE NO. 1
Page 9 of 9



 




