
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 
ACTION AGENDA SUMMARY 

DEPT: Environmental Resources BOARD AGENDA # * R - 1  1 ". - .  
Urgent [7 Routine AGENDA DATE March 25, 2008 

CEO Concurs with Recommendation YESflNO 415 Vote Required YES NO 
(In or ation Attached) 

SUBJECT: 

Approval to Award the Contract for a Waste Characterization Study at the Fink Road Landfill to Stearns, 
Conrad and Schmidt, Engineers, Inc. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Award the contract for a waste characterization study at the Fink Road Landfill to Stearns, Conrad and Schmidt, 
Engineers, Inc., in the amount of $60,322. 

2. Authorize the Director of the Department of Environmental Resources, or her designee, to sign the contract with 
Steams, Conrad and Schmidt, Engineers, Inc., in the amount of $60,322. 

3. Authorize the Director of the Department of Environmental Resources, or her designee, to sign amendments to the 
contract for an overall not to exceed amount of $69,370. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The Fink Road Landfill is an enterprise fund that is fully fbnded through the collection of tipping fees. The costs for 
studies of this nature that are related to capital improvements at the Landfill are incorporated into the tipping fee 
calculations. Funds for this purpose are accounted for in the existing 2007-2008 Fiscal Year Department of 
Environmental Resources Fink Road Landfill budget unit. The maximum amount to be paid for services provided by 
Stearns, Conrad and Schmidt, Engineers, Inc., under this agreement will not exceed $69,370 which includes 
contingency hnding of up to $9,048 which is equal to a maximum of 15% of the total contract amount. 

.................................................................................................................... 
BOARD ACTION AS FOLLOWS: 

NO. 2008-21 7 

On motion of Supervisor - - - - - - - - - -  Grove? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .  , Seconded by Supervisor - - - -  Q M e n  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - -  
and approved by the following vote, 
Ayes: Supervisors:- -918rien, Grp-!@e-rr, _M_~nt,eit_h, DeBLa_ai_ni,-arld -!haLrman _M_ayfiel_d_ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

None Noes: Supervisors:- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , , , , , , , , - , , - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Excused or Absent: Su pervisors:- - r\lmn_e_ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

None Abstaining: Supervisor_: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I) X Approved as recommended 
2) Denied 
3) Approved as amended 
4) Other: 
MOTION: THIS ITEM WAS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR AND PLACED ON 

NON-CONSENT FOR DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION 

w - 
ATTEST: CHRISTINE FERRARO TALLMAN, Clerk File No. 
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DISCUSSION: 

Assembly Bill (AB) 939, the Integrated Waste Management Act of 1990, as one of its provisions 
required that cities and counties achieve and maintain a 50% waste diversion rate from landfill 
disposal. In addition, one of the expected outcomes in the Board of Supervisors' priority of a 
well-planned infrastructure is to complete a second waste stream analysis at the Fink Road 
Landfill. 

Although the County is currently meeting the state-mandated waste diversion rate, legislation has 
been introduced which would increase this mandate if enacted. In addition, the Board has 
expressed a desire to surpass the mandated 50% waste diversion rate if possible. 

\ 

This project will expand upon a previous study of limited scope which was completed in 2006, to 
determine which portions of the waste stream that are destined for landfill disposal can be 
economically diverted and in what quantities. This information is needed in order to develop a 
recommendation for the size and design of a waste transfer and recycling facility at the Fink 
Road Landfill; another expected outcome of the Board's current priority of a well-planned 
infrastructure. 

The Department of Environmental Resources (Department), in partnership with the General 
Services Agency (GSA) Purchasing Division, issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) on 
November 28,2007, for this project. The RFP period closed on January 7,2008, and the GSA 
Purchasing Division conducted the opening of the proposals on the closing date. 

Waste characterization studies have become a fairly specialized area within the environmental 
consulting field because there has been less demand for this type of service in the latter years 
since the passage of AB 939. Given this, only one RFP response was received for this project 
from Stearns, Conrad and Schmidt (SCS), Engineers, Inc. Staff from the Department of 
Environmental Resources evaluated the response and it was determined that SCS Engineers is 
not only qualified to complete this project, but their proposal was appropriately priced given the 
scope of work. 

SCS Engineers, Inc., is one of the premiere solid waste consulting firms in the United States, 
with 37 years experience providing solid waste planning services to municipalities. SCS 
Engineers is presently providing similar services to a number of California cities and counties 
and they have over 260 staff members in eight offices located throughout the state among others 
nationwide. 

POLICY ISSUE: 

The Board of Supervisors should determine if contracting with SCS Engineers, Inc., for a waste 
characterization study at the Fink Road Landfill, is consistent with the Board's priorities of a safe 
community, a healthy community, a well-planned infrastructure system, and the efficient 
delivery of public services. This contract would assist the County in meeting State law by 
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maintaining adequate waste diversion rates for the unincorporated area as well as Stanislaus 
County's Regional (Solid Waste) Agency. 

STAFFING IMPACT: 

There are no staffing impacts associated with this item. 










































