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STANISLAUS COUNTY CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FIRST COMMISSION 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF STRATEGIC PLAN 

Establishment of the Stanislaus County Children and 
Families First Commission 

On December 8, 1998, the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors established the Stanislaus 
County Children and Families First Commission following November, 1998 voter approval 
of Proposition 10. In the summer of 1999, the Board of Supervisors completed its 
appointments to the nine-member Commission. 

The Commission is commiaed to blending Children and Families Act funds, wherever 
possible, with other funds to form partnerships to maxLnize services and minimize program 
duplication and administrative costs. In addition, the Commission is committed to 
administering a plan that reflects the community's priorities for the target population, i.e., 
children from the time of conception through age five. 

Ado~tion of a Vision Statement. Mission Statement. Guidiny Principles, 
and Strategic Results Statement 

The Commission adopted a Vision Statement, a Mission Statement, Guiding Principles and a 
Strategic Results Statement in February, 2000. 

Vision Statement 

(Based upon the California Children and Families Commission Vision) 

AU of Stanislaus County's children will thrive in supporrive, nurturing and loving 
environments, enter school ready to learn, and become productive, well-adjusted members 
of society. 

Mission Statement 

The Stanislaus County Children and Families Fis t  Commission shall promote the 
development of county-wide integrated and comprehensive services that enhance the 
intellectual, social, emotional, and physical development of children. Integrated services 
include health care, quality childcare, parental education and effective prevention services. 
Services will be provided on a community-by-community basis and directed to families and 
their children (prenatal to five years of age). Programs will be presented in culturally 
proficient, consumer-oriented and friendly environments. The Commission will ensure that 
services are orga . r i~J  and represented to maximize the community's resources and designed 
to produce measurable resuIts. 

Renaissance Consulting Group 
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Guiding Princi~les 

The efforts of the Stanislaus County Children and Families First Commission benefit 
ALL children in the community. 

The decisions and priorities determined by the Commission reflect and are validated by 
the community. 

Services provided through the efforts of the Commission produce measurable results. 

The Commission's efforts build capacity, integrate programs and maximize services while 
minLTlizing overhead and bureaucracy. 

Commission efforts enable easier access to services by the community. 

Commission efforts increase the cultural competence and appropriateness of services 
within the community. 

Strategic Results 

1. Improved Child Development: Children Learning and Ready for School 

2. Improved Systems for F a d e s :  Integrated, Accessible, Culturally Appropriate Services 

3. Improved Family Functioning: Strong Families 

4. Improved Child Health: Healthy Children 

The Stratesic Planning Process 

In January, 2000, the Commission contracted with the Stanislaus County Chief Executive's 
office to have the Renaissance Consultiig Group prepare the Commission's Strategic Plan in 
conjunction with work that had begun in August, 1999 on the Renaissance 2000 Project for 
the Board of Supervisors. . . 

The Renaissance Consulting Group analyzed three funds, i.e., the Children and Families Act 
funds, the Welfare-to-Work Incentive funds, and the Tobacco Settlement funds to 
determine how they might be invested, blended, and distributed in order to maximize 
services. The strategic consultants solicited input from representational groups 
from a cross-section of Stanislaus County residents over an eight-month period of time. 
This was done to ask the community its perceptions of the most compelling needs and how 
the three new funds might be invested to address the needs. The information from the 
community directed and shaped the development of the Strategic Plan. 

Renaissance Consulfig Group 
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During the course of the community input segment of the strategic planning process, 
community residents who participated in facilitated sessions of representational groups 
contributed 3,108 ideas. These ideas comprise an Idea Bank included in the Appendices to 
the Stanislaus County Children and Families First Commission Strategic Plan. In addition, 
County residents contributed 65 written funding suggestions in the form of completed Idea 
Forms, along with 71 funding suggestions made via leners, email and telephone calls. Tables 
of Contents for a.) the written Idea Forms, b.) the lener and email suggestions; and c.) the 
telephone suggestions, along with a half-page summary of each suggestion, are included in 
the Appendices to the Strategic Plan. The complete text of Idea Forms, lener and email 
suggestions, and telephone suggestions will be available on computer disk in the fall of 2000 
from the office of the Stanislaus County Children and Families First Commission and the 
Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors. The Stanislaus County Children and Families First 
Commission expects that the ideas represented in the Idea Bank, the Idea Forms, and the 
summaries of funding suggestions made by lener, email, and telephone will be useful not 
only to the Commission and the Board of Supervisors but also to many organizations, 
private and public, for planning purposes for several years into the future. This information 
may be the first such repository of ideas for improving the quality of life from such a 
representational sample of County residents in the history of Stanislaus County. 

Community Priorities 

The community contributed funding ideas and then the ideas into common 
themes and prioritized them. From this process six priorities emerged as the most 
compelling needs in the County. They were, in order: 1.) Childcare and Child Development; 
2.) Transportation/Public; 3.)Jobs/Economic Development; 4.)After-School 
Aai~ities/Programs/Recreation; 5.) Housing/Infrastructure; and 6.) Health and Health 
Care. 

Strategic Directions 

There are 10 strategic directions: 

1. STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATION #l-A. FOCUSING O N  CHILDCARE 
AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT FROM BIRTH TO AGE FIW. 
a) Wlth integrated Parental Education and Support, 
b) With integrated Early Childhood Health Programs, Behavioral Health and 

Recovery Services Programs, and provisions for sustaining Healthy Starts. 

2. STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATION #2-A. ENDOWMENT FOR 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FIRST - with (or without) securitization, revenue 
based on "new" rather than "old" birth data, and, preferably, 97% rather than 80% state 
distributions. 

Renaissance Consulting Group 
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3. STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATION #3-A. SECURITIZATION FOR 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FIRST FUNDS - if at all possible, this is a high 
priority. 

4. STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATION #4-A. A STRONG FORMAL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE - distinguished, broad-based, ethnically diverse, relatively 
large, with strong powers, and possibly appointed by the Supervisors (if requested). 

5. STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATION #5-A. AN EARLY CHILDHOOD 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF STANISLAUS COUNTY - if at all possible. 

6. STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATION #6-A. MASTER CONTRACTS - with key 
parrners and covering a11 key functions. 

7. STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATION #7-A. STAGE 1 ("PILOT" OR 
"EXPERIMENTALV?+STAGE 2 ("PROMISING" OR 
"INNOI~ATNE"!-+STAGE 3 ("PROVEN OR "DEMONSTRATION) 
PROGRAMS - with partnering and some mini-grants. 

8. STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATION #8-A. FACILITIES AND ONE-TIME, 
SERVICE-ENABLING MONIES - and par tne~g.  

9. STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATION #9-A. REGULAR CONSULTATION 
WITH THE STANISLAUS COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS - quarterly? 

10. STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATION #lo-A. EVALUATION THAT 
INCLUDES GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS ANALYSES (GIs) - 
as well as "Funding by Comparative Outcomes" and "Funding by Earnback Formulan. 

Research and Evaluation 

The Stanislaus County Children and Families First Commission is committed to supporting 
research essential to improving and expanding services to children age 0 - 5. In addition, 
the Commission is committed to funding programs, initially and on an ongoing basis, based 
on performance. 

The Commission will contribute to the development of a community-wide database 
designed to meet the needs of service providers, private and public, in Stanislaus County. At 
present, much program documentation is done to meet compliance requirements of the 
state and/or federal governments and/or private foundations but is of little use for 
descriptive or analytical purposes by and among service providers in the County. By 
contributing to the building and maintenance of this community database, the Commission 
is accepting partial responsibility for bridging the organizational and financial splintering that 
characterizes most programs for children age 0 to 5. 

Renaissance Consulting Group 4 
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The Commission will require on-going, performance-based evaluation of all programs 
funded. The Commission will make initial funding grants through master convacts with 
proven program providers. In addition, the Commission will initiate a three-stage funding 
process to sponsor experimentation, foster development of successful programs, and 
provide long-term funding for model programs. 

Allocation and  Management of Fiscal Resources 

The Stanislaus County Children and Families First Commission anticipates annual projected 
revenue of $7,200,000 for Fiscal Year 2000-2001. The section of the Strategic Plan on the 
"Allocation and Management of Fiscal Resources" contains the full t en  of a five-year budget 
for the Commission. Highlights of the budget are summarized below. 

Securitization. The Stanislaus County Children and Families First Commission will 
s,ecuritize funds, if possible. 
Endowment. The Stanislaus County Children and Families First Commission will 
create an endowment. The endowment will include funds already accumulated by the 
Commission; and, if securitization is possible, the endowment will include securitized 
funds. If securitization is not possible, the Stanislaus County Children and Families Fkst 
Commission ud take $3 million annually from state distributions to add to accumulated 
funds until the endowment reaches $30 d o n .  
Disbursement for Programs. The Stanislaus County Children and Families F u n  
Commission will disburse funds differently based upon whether a securitized endowment 
is created or an endowment is accumulated more gradually by adding $3 million of the 
state allocation to it each year. In the first case, the Stanislaus County Children and 
Families First Commission will disburse 75% of the interest income for programs 
annually. In the second case, the Commission will disburse revenue from the state 
allocation less $3 million. 
"Proven" or  "Demonstration" Programs. The Stanislaus County Children and 
Families First Commission will designate approximately 84.2% of annual funds after 
securitization and endowment to fund "Provenn or "Demonstrationn projects through 
"master contraas". One demonstration program will be an Early Childcare Program 
with (a) integrated parental education and support programs and (b) integrated child 
health programs, behavioral health programs, and Healthy Start programs. Another 
demonstration program will be a Specialized Early Childcare Program. There also will be 
an Infant Database Program and a One-Time Facilities Program. 
"Pilot" or "Experimental" Programs. The Stanislaus County Children and Families 
Fist Commission will designate approximately seven percent (7%) of annual funds after 
secuxitization and/or endowment to fund "Pilot" or "Experimental" programs. Some of 
these will be in the form of "mini-grantsn of $250 - $2,500. 
Administratioil. The Stanislaus County Children and Families First Commission will 
designate appr3;;Lmately 2.1% of annual funds after securitization and/or endowment for 
admhstration. 

Renaissance Consulting Group 5 



Stanislaus County Children and Families First Commission Auwst  2000 

Evaluation. In addition to 5% for evaluation in every program contract, the Stanislaus 
County Children and Families First Commission will designate 2% of annual funds for 
evaluation. This will include expenditures for Geographic Information Systems Analysis 
(GIs) and enhanced database capabilities with respect to children from conception to the 
age of the five. 
Reserve. The Stanislaus County Children and Families First Commission will create a 
reserve of approximately 4.7% of annual funds after securitization and/or endowment. 
Years 2-4. The budget for Years 2 through 4 reflects a decrease of the reserve and an 
increase for "Pilotn or "Experimental" programs, as well as for "Prornisiign or 
"Innovative" programs. 
Year 5. The budget for Year 5 reflects an increase in funds directed toward evaluation as 
Year 5 will be the end of funding cycles for master contracts. 

Renaissance Consulting Group 
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Tobacco tax funding buys slides, health care 

B$ JOHN HOLLAND 
BEE STAFF WRITER 

Taxes paid by smokers will provide Stanislaus County children with a host of things, from swings and 
slides to help with learning and health care. 

The county's Children and Families Commission on Tuesday distributed $822,761 from the tobacco 
tax created by state Proposition 10 in 1998. It was the county's first grants under the measure, which 
specified that the money benefit children from before birth through age 5. 

The commission approved two large grants -- $50,000 to Community Housing and Shelter Services to 
help homeless families, and $49,290 to the county Health Services Agency for an effort to keep 
expectant mothers and fathers from smoking. 

The commission gave grants of $372 to $19,014 to another 172 recipients. Many of them are child- 
care providers who asked for things as simple as playground equipment and picture books. 

"You could just tell folks were very, very appreciative of the opportunity even to apply," said Rebecca 
Ciszek, director of community impact for the United Way of Stanislaus County, which handled the 
applications for the commission. 

Some child-care centers got money for basics such as pavement, landscaping and fencing. Nonprofit 
groups, churches and other recipients will use grants for parenting education, health fairs, meal 
programs and other services. 

Several child-care sites operated by Modesto City Schools will get $4,000 each for backpacks filled 
with literacy materials. The Stanislaus County Library will spend a $1,000 grant on its "dental hygiene 
story time." 

Ciszek said applications came in English and Spanish, in handwriting and computer printouts. 

"What mattered was they were meeting a targeted population," she said. "They were addressing what 
needed to be addressed." 

The county will get an estimated $7.2 million a year from the tobacco tax and had about $15 million 
on hand when the grant process started in June. 

The $822,761 distributed Tuesday is part of $2 million in the first round of grants. The commission 
will consider several other grants of up to $50,000 at its Oct. 23 meeting. 

Commission members said they want to give another chance at any remaining money to applicants 
losing out Tuesday. They said some of them fell short merely because of missing information or other 
technicalities. 

- 
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"Modesto City Schools might have a grant (application) writer, and then you have somebody in 
Waterford who maybe never wrote a grant at all," said member Pat Paul, a county supervisor. 

The commission also asked for more time to review competing proposals for two grants of up to 
$50,000 each. One of these is targeted at childhood obesity; the other at lack of health insurance for 
children. 

The commission is still seeking applications for another three grants of up to $50,000 each for specific 
programs. These are aimed at teen-age pregnancy, alcohol and drug abuse during pregnancy, and 
children endangered by drugs. 

Bee staff writer John Holland can be reached at 578-2385 or jholland@modbee.com. 

Posted on 09/26/01 05:25:01 
http://www.modbee.com/local/story/899097p-97613c.html 
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Tobacco tax money doled out to kids' programs 
By JOHN HOLUNO 

BEE STAFF WRITER 

A Stanislaus County cotnlnission this 
:eekiiassedoi~tmore than%] million in 
7bacEo tax money to programs that hen. 
fit children. 
The 26 grants of up to $50,000 each 
ient to health care, safety programs, 
diication and other needs. Tho money 
alne from 1998's Proposition 10, which 
dded 50 cents to the price of a pack of 
ignrettesandrequiredprocoeds to ben- 
iit childleu 1 to 5. 
"The programs that were funded are 

pilotproglams: said NoePnranio,esec. 
utive director of the coimty Children 
and Families Commission. "The fund- 
ing will last a year, hut there could be 
funding beyond that if the program is 
socressful." 

Thecounty isgettingabout $7miUion 
u year from the tux. It had about $15 
million on hand when the flrst set of 
grants - SR22,TGl to 174 recipiellts - 
was riypravrd a inonill ago. 

The grants approved this week in- 
clude: 

. A  pair of $50,000 awards to have 

" 
drugs and gangs. 

S50,COO for an ilnmilnization regis- 
tryfor theeounty Health Services Agen- 
CV. . $41,900 to the Radio Bilingue net. 
work to publicize other programs get- 
ting grants. 

$28.801 to teach child doveloplnei~t 
to tepn parents at D o l e y  High School 
in illodesto. . A pair of @0,000 awards for slmilnr 

programs at Owilie Wright and Robert- 

the county g 2  health care and ehlld 
care. 

$45,000 to Harvest ofHope in Modes- 
to for a recreation and educatiou oro- 
gram. 

$50,000 to Stanislaus County Superi- 
or Caurt for its Substance Abuse Fami- 
ly Education program. 

$42.960 to the county iibrary for its 
Raveling Tales program. 

$30.000 to Catholic Charities for 
Laura's House, a Modosto shelter for 
women recovering from drug addic- 
tion. 

$20,012 to the city of Turlock's Jun- 
ior Rocketeers program. . $34,033 for a family and community 
advocate a t  schools in the Keyes area. 

$35,000 to the Yoscmite Community 
College District to advise students on 
getting perinits for child care. 

~ ~ 

$41,412 to the Buckle Up Baby pro. 
gram in Turloek. 



Local groups receive tobacco tax money 
BvIOSEPH SMITH velor, r,ror,erlv ~hysmallv, The mtm recezved lust over . . 

Staff Reporter 
77,~ ook,,",e (c,,,lrj IA"d?? 

A number 01 Oakdalc olgani- 
wtions recently received grants 
worth several lhousand dollars 
carh from the Propsitio~\ 10 
tobacco t;u nlouey distributed 
loeaily through the Stanislaus 
County Children and Fillnilics 
Conunissiot~ 

mmlddevelupmc&. 
As an example. Rockey noted 

that lddswhuenwl before walk- 
isc. in eeneral. do better in 

grants to replace carpet with a 
tic floor The rainbow school, 

12,OOO~Co~educatiunul t.rips, 
wlrich Ruby said, would be to 
chikknb dismve~ymuseun~s in 
Sun Jose, Saeraimcnto, and 
Stockton. 

Thev also received more U r n  

buy books wilh a parenting 
Uleme in order to have a book 

A total of 172  rants were r,,hrlsmllrun.~n~~tzndnvor ,.lnh 
awarded out olZ18uppLicatiom 
netting $822,000 for groups in 
SOnislarls Courlty The g m t s  
are designed to help children 
fmm pretlntal to rive y c m  old. 

Rockey's Rainbow Rornpen 
won three gmnls worth 114,660 
for facility improvements and 

." ....uu.*-,-- ""  ...-.--.-.I 
received $S,OW for the project, 
while Ute sunshine school, lor 
kids hvo to tluee yeas  old, re- 
ceived agrant for$4.650. 

Rockey cysaidlhe tilefloon will 
be cleaner to maintain for lhe 
kids. She also said that she 
wants to incornorate teachers 

n l e  Childrm's Gu;utlix~ Rnd, 
which is building the Children's 
Guardian Home, received tlme 
grunts totaling $2l,W0. 

The lurgest ofthe lhree grants 
was 115,000 for a toddler play 
structure and ground cuve~lhal. 

' will go in back of the home. 
physiological readines. and-ntsmtdhelph~gpicko~~t il;e Guardian find wus also 

" l t . ' s g o i ~ t a ~ ~ g ~ f o r t l ~ e  ,he tile. zmled  $?.5W Tor a oreschool 

develop mi and lkgmuscles 
and hand eye eoordimtion. 

"All the ewly childl~ood equip- 
ment is super expnsivr.' said 
Rockey who also teach- sixth 
grade at MagnoliaSchooI. 

Far the younger kids the 
money will go toward equip- 

more than $5,062. 
While the oarent Erouo is 

. . 
25 members * 

m e v  meet onec a week and 

cacy far parents. They also re- 
ceived .%.2W for a Mom-N-Tots 
grou~, rapacity building and 
$500 for a Family b Day and 
llealth F i r  

SL MattlkEp.kmpUlChurch 
&as aw;lrded'$5,WI ta oroii3P 

equipment. rated." Ruby said.~"ltSs provided Lecn ~arenLs who need the day 
I1 is important for kids to de- awtsupport network,n - care, 



County . to 
soon have 
first wave 
of Prop 10 

- 

I monies 
By HEIDI ROWLEY 
The Journal 

The first mund of funding in 
Sranislaus County fmm 
Proposition 10 (the tobacco 
tax) has becn announced and 
will soon be distributed 
thmughout the commmity. 

Proposition 10 was passed 
by voters in November 1998 
and allocated a 50i.ent per- 
pack tax on cigarettes. The 
extra so cents was desigmted 
to pmvide funding for educa- 
t ias health and child care pm- 
grams far children prmral to 
age ti%. 

The Stanislaus County 
Children and Families 
Commission was orcanized a 
month later to dis&bute the 
funds in Sranislaus County. On 
Sept. 25, they announced the 
approval of $822,761 to 172 
grants for various organiza- 
tions. Nine or@niultions in 
Tulock received grant money 
totaling $69,421 including the 
City ofTul~ck and various day 
cares. 

''We've made an impomt  
decision in granting this 
money," Nae P m o ,  commis- 
sion executive d i i o r  said. 

P m o  slid they foewxd the 
money on smaller grants fm 
The money distributed is p m  
of$2 millionwhich will be &- 
tributed in the first round. 
Same of the grant applicatiom 
were filly funded while others 
were parrially funded. 

'I-law much money the coun- 
i ty receives depends an thc 

birthrate in the county, not by 
how many people are maldng. 
Stanislaus Counly averages 
about 7,000 births a yew. At 
thc end of September, 
Sranislaus County had accrued 
$15-16 million to distribute for 
c h i l M s  pmgms. 

Proposition 10 was initiated 
with the belief that most fund- 
ing is focused on children 
development afler the age of 
fve. All Pmp. 10 funding is 
supposed to go towards cm- 
dren under the age of five. 
Stanislaus County currently 
has about 35.000 children in 
the latter category 

Some of the funding will go 
towards playgrounds, ofliee 
supplies, instituting pptm,  
enhanced leaminx equment - . .  
and cornputen 

PI- see TOBACCOl.48 - 4 

Local distributions 

Here'sa listing oforganizai 
tions in Turlock that will be 
receiving money under 
Proposition 10. the tobacco 
tax initiative passed in 
1998: 
H All Aboard Day Care: 
$3.640 
H Catholic Charities 
Samaritan House: $9,500 
H Ci of Turlock: 
$31,064.62 
H Denair Elementary 
Preschwi: $4.693 

Rosie's Day Care: 
$1,680 
H Janet's Rainbow Kiddo 
Care: $1.584.42 . 

Turlack Family Netwo 



Browning says the money is a godsend. 
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Turlock lands another $136,869 
Proposition 10's tobacco tax revenues 

I 
Bv HEIDI ROWLEY 
R he Journal 

An additional $1.056.292 
was awarded to stanislaus 
County groups from money 
gathered under Proposition 10. 
Turlock received $136,869.52 
of the money awarded. 

The Proposition 10 was 
passed by voters in Novembcr 
1998 and allocated a 50 cent 
on cigarette packs. The extra 50 
cents is to provide funding for 

education, health and child care 
programs for children prenatal 
to age five. 

The Stanislaus County 
Children and Families 
Commission reviews grant 
aonlications and approves the . . 
&;ding. 

"The programs that were 
funded are pilot programs," 
Commission Executive 
Director Noe Paramo said. 
'The funding will last a year 

'Buckle-Up Baby' tabbed i - 
l FUNDS 
Fmm page A I 

Twelve children will be 
accepted into each session for 
a total of 60 pdcipants each 
year. 

The City of Turlock, F i e  
and Emergency Services was 
approved $41,412 for an edu- 
cation program about child 
seat belt safety. 

Called "Buckle-Up Baby" 
by some organizations, the 
"dfgam will make an effort 
.! provide each child in the 

rurlock area with an approved 
safety -. seat. In addihon, the 
:'re department will teach 
>roper installation as well as 
>erform safety seat inspec- 
ions. 

Each fm department wiU 
)e considered a "neighbor- 
mod service center" available 
o parents 24 hours a day. The 
money granted will go 
owards training, publicity 
nd implementation of this 
"Ogram. 
Also approved for $41,412 

/as the Turlock Nursery 
chool for their Musical 
: ~ c h m e n t  for Preschoolers 
rogram. 

Aila Hillberg, a board 
member for the Turlock 
Nursery School said the moti- 
vation behind the musical 
program is the fact that 
"music enhances children's 
ability to learn." A music 
teacher will be brought into 
the school twice a week to 
teach music to the preschool- 
ers. 

As well as music classes, 
the nursery school will pro- 
vide musical "concerts" for 

preschoolers s t h g  in' 
January. The concerts will 
feature professional childreq 
entertainers who write and. 
perform children's songs. -: 

The concerts will be in- 
cooperation with other nurs- 
ery schools as well as moth-. 
er's groups in Turlock . * . 

but there could be funding 
beyond that is the program is 
successful." 

There were four pilot pro- 
grams approved in Turlock. The 
Jr. Rocketeers, a program 
designed by the City ofTurlock, 
Community Service Division 
was approved $20,01 L for start 
up costs. 

The Jr. Rocketeers is based 
on a program for older children 
but will be directed to children 

ages 3-5. The program is 
designed to enhance children's 
development through five 8- 
week sessions. Program cur- 
riculun~ will teach teamwork, 
enhance motor skills and pre- 
pare children for kindergarten. 

The progam will be held at 
the Columbia Center, 600 
Columbia St. every Tuesday 
and Thursday from 9-1 1 a.m. 

Please see FUNDSlA5 

approved on Sept. 25, where a 
total of $822,761 was given. 
out to existing programs. A.: 
total of $1,879,053 has been 
given to local organizations,. .. . 
since September. .i' 

How much money the 
county receives depends on 
the b i t e  in the co unty... 
Stanislaus County averaged 
about 7,000 births a year. 

Proposition 10 was initiated! 
with the beliefthat most fund2 
ing is focused on childrer'. 
development after the age of 
fwe. AU Prop. 10 funding iS - 
supposed to go towards chi]: 
dren under the age :f:fj+ei > 
Stanislaus County cmently 
has about 35,000 children in 
the latter category. . . :.- .' . 

The next round of s t  giv.: 
ing will start during spring of .  
2002. . ~ . .  . . 

The Keyes Union , . ., ~. . . 
Elementary School District ' Heidi &ley is a repoller' 
has also been approved- for the TurlockJownal. Her e- 
$34,033 for their Family-, mail address ir heidir@rur- 
Community Advocate. pro-<; loc&oumal.com. 
m. i .. - 

The Children's and Families 
Commission has about $15 
million to distribute b u g &  . 
out Stanislaus County as a 
result of Proposition 10. The 
f i s t  ro~md nf -nt= w- 



HOMECOMING WIN ... SEE PACE 8-6 

And Oakdale Graphic 
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Co~unty commission announces 

Oakdale Family Support Network receives $50,000 grant 
- - - 

By JOSEPH SMITH 31~0d~~s1g11:~:etl 10 theill rv~lll ra- f , r  tile Lc.rt\ 10 f h d  i'roGr:uu 
Staff Reporter lucatiun l o  a iocnliun a n  F arbti tile O.shudc. .%fler J c . l ~ ~ j 1  

r ,  c ,  1 .  Street. In.lnlc'lllllr 0ruLranl ~... ~ .....,,, ... ...,, 
TheFm,iivSuovon Network. ~ o r r e n t i j .  tKe Network is 

Oct. 2Dcould beconsidercd a is art arg;mirntio;! founded in hearlqttnrlered in n 12 S I2 faat 
gnod day fnr Kareu O'Bannon. 1003 to help crcntcstrong fat"- office that is oscd a t  lintes by 

First it was her birthday. lies and community. .u mmy as ttuce or even fotir 
'l'ilen. shc fokmtl out thnt Oak The Network is currentlv in. oeo~ lv .  0'B;lnnon said. . . .  
~ l i l c y  Ilospital is going to p1.o- volved in 15 programs, inc'ind- But soon tile s l d f  will nlorr 
riclc tllu Fmtily Suppan Net. ing parent sopr,orl groups like into n 2,700 squsuc foot ofiicc 
work, fur \vl,~rll sh6 is thc <I$. 3l"nls N T o t i  k:mt~l.m ~ n . < i %  at U w  cc,nwr of F Scrrr.1 an,. 
rector w~tI~S.~7,OOUtohelp1t~c aud Spectal Seeds hdvacacy Clak hkenuc acr0.s fralu lI.lc 
orcuirauon !l,ovc to n ncsv f;a. for Pm.nLs :\.<I ., ~~~ 

~ ~ ~- ~ - ... ~~~ ~ ~~ ~~~ 

cliity. Con~munity outreach also 'Weareso excited about hnv- 
Later that evening, she  re- involves Fantily Fun Day and ing some  space." O'Bannon 

ccived word that the Network the annualIlealth Fait; and e11111 aaid. 
had won a $40,045 grant that is cation awareness is the b,uis So excited, in fact, thnt site 

gels the feeling at times to just 
go to the new office m d  twirl 
arounrl. 

The nearly $50,000 grant  
came to thc Network front 
i'r<>l,os#l!<>" I U  ~ # , I , ~ c c "  tL<CS 
; u c I  n&a\<~r<lt!d Oct ?.I bythr. 
J:;L̂  > 1115C0~~8)wCh. l~ i r t~n~~ ld  
Fa~nil ics  omm mission. The  
grim1 was o n e  of 26 
untlcsigr~ated grants given by 
the coilnty comniission m the 
second part of the first round 
orgranls. 

In September, the Network 
received a total of$8,700 from 
three granis in the first p a l  of 

the Initial round of grants. 
The ntoney will be used to 

create sfamily resource center 
for the Oakdale a rea  O'Bannon 
caiis it 'one stop shopping for 
resources and inEornintion." 

There is a need for n [unily 
resourcecenter. O'Bannon said. 
because there is no local locu: 
tion for the  resources. The  
Network's programs are spread 
around town. she said. 

Right now, the Community 
Services Agency is on Eas t  
FlackenRoad, a45 minutedtive 
from Oakdale and major diffi- 
culty for many young puenls,  

- 
O'Bannon said. 

So with tile additional space. 
the Family Support  Network 
will not only be able to orovide 
room lor its proarums under 
one roof, bu: ;r also bneg 
c o ~ n t y  s e r v l c r s  like p u b l ~  
hrnltn mcl nten1;fil health lo tiiv 
Onkrlaie area. 

The new office, where aphar. 
nlncy \"us previously Located, 
ivlil nave space lor 3 ~Ias.5r00nl. 
cll.!d rare far  puznls attendhg 
c las rh  or rneetmns and work 
stal!onsfor the co~r&senices  

"The opportunltiei are Just 
unlimited," O'Bannon said. 
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S T A N I S L A U S  C O U N T Y  

Stanislaus county children and Families commission afte;~alifornia voters passed 
Proposition 10 in November. The unprecedented statewide ballot initiative levied a 
50-cent tax on cigarettes to fund early childhood development from prenatal to age 
five and anti-tobacco education programs. The goal is for all California children to 
be healthy, to live in a healthy and supportive family environment and to enter 
school ready to learn. 

administering Prop. 10 monies in the form of grants to the community. The state 
expects $700 million dollars to be collected every year from the tobacco tax. Eighty 
percent of the revenues will go to County Commissions. Stanislaus County expects 
to receive 7.2 million dollars every year. The State Commission will use twenty 
percent of the monies for statewide education and outreach. Funding to County 
Commissions is based upon county birth rates, according to the county where the 
birth mother resides. Stanislaus County has an estimated 7,000 births a year. 

I t  can only be used to augment existing programs or to create new ones. All - .. - 
programs funded by Prop. 10 must also focus on preparing children to enter school 
healthy and ready to learn. Prop 10. money cannot be used to replace existing 
funding for sewices or programs. 

Noe Paramo, Executive Director 
Stanislaus County Children & Families Commission 
830 Scenic Drive, Modesto, CA 95350 

Ph: (209) 558-6218 
Fax (209) 558-6225 
Email: nparamo@schsa.org 



The Stanislaus County Children and Families Commission shall promote the 
development of countywide integrated and comprehensive services that enhance the 
intellectual, social, emotional, and physical development of children. Integrated 
services include health care, quality childcare, parent education and effective 
prevention services. Services will be provided on a community-by-community basis 
and directed to families and their children (prenatal to five years of age). Programs 
will be presented in culturally proficient, consumer oriented and friendly 
environments. The Commission will ensure that services are organized and 
represented to maximize the community's resources and designed to produce 
measurable results. 

The Stanislaus County Children and Families Commission is comprised of nine 
members appointed by the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors. Members are: 

Nathaniel Green, Chair 
West ModestolKing Kennedy 
Neighborhood Collaborative 
Representative District 5 

Beatrice Acosta 
Grayson Healthy Start 
Representative District 4 

Larry B Poaster, PhD., Director 
Stanislaus County Behavioral 
Health & Recovery Services 

Jeff Jue, Director 
Stanislaus County Community Services Agency 

Sallie Perez, Vice Chair 
Wakefield Healthy Start 
Representative District 2 

Lyuda Rodriguez 
Salida Municipal Advisory Council 
Representative District 3 

John Walker, MI) 
Stanislaus County Public Health Officer 

Pat Paul 
Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors 
District 1 

Contact Noe Paramo, Executive Director with the Stanislaus County Children and 
Families Commission, 830 Scenic Drive, Modesto, CA 95350. Phone: (209) 558-6218 
or Fax: (209) 558-6225. E-mail: Nparamo@,schsa.org 



S T A N I S L A U S  C O U N T Y  

In November 1908, voters passed a statewide ballot initiative to add a 50 cent tax per 
pack of cigarettes. Thc tr~orlies collected arc to he used to fund education, health and 
child care programs that promote early childhooci tfevclopment. from prenatal to age five. 
Programs will be funded at the county lcvel to best meet local needs of each community. 
The intent is for all California childrcn to be healthy, to live in a healthy and supportive 
family environrrrcnt and to enter school ready to learn. 

. . 
development thro~~gh coordinating resources and programs tkat emphasize family 
support, parent education, child care and devclopmet~t. and health care. 

I'rop. 10 is unique because it represents an historic effort to gather input from the public. 
Prop. 10 directs each county to create a strategic plan bascii on extensive input from 
communitiesl including f:~milics, service pr-ovidcrs ancl advocacy groups. Those who 
most work with children will make spending decisions. 'She plan outlines how counties 
will use these new funds to develop coniprcher~sivc, integrated systems of support and 
services for all children. zero to iivc years of age. Stanistans County has such a plan in 
place. 

. " 

child is exposed to hi~s a profound impact on h o \ ~  his or her brain develops. 'The 
experience that an infant anti toddler have ivitll parents and caregivers will influence how 
a child S~tnctions whcn he or shc reaches school and later in lice. Currently, nrost money 
spent on children's programs in C:alifr!rnia is directed at children older than five years of 

The state expects approximately $700 million to he collected every year from the tobacco - - 

tax. Eighty percent of the revenues will go to County Cornmissions to fund local 
programs. The State Commission will use twenty percent for statewide education and 
outreach. Stanislaus County will he allocated about 7.2 inillion dollars every year. 



~ l : 4 m u : t m l m ~ : a R ~ @ ~ l ~ ~ u * : 4 ~  I 
Funds are allocated to County Commissions based upon county birth rate data, according - 
to the county where the birtbmother resides. Stanisiaus county has an estimated 7,000 
births a year. 

There is no provision for f~~nding  to come from other sources. The State Commission 
anticipates approximately $700 million from tobacco taxes. If fewer taxes are collected, 
then the amount of funds to each county will be reduced proportionately. 

The hope is that smoking rates decrease as a result of the tax. It is the goal of Prop. 10 to 
improve early childhood education and decreasc smoking rates, especially among 
pregnant women and the parcnts of young children. The intent of Prop. 10 is to create 
sustainable programs for children that can contin~~e even as Prop. 10 funding decreases. 

No Prop. 10 money can be used to replace existing funding for services or programs. The 
money can be used only to augment existing programs or to create new oncs. All 
programs funded by Prop. 10 must also focus on preparing children to enter school 
healthy and ready to learn. 

A seven-member commission comvrised of volunteers anoointed bv the Governor. ' .  
Assembly Speaker and Senate President Pro Tem. The commission has hired an 
executive director, Jane Henderson, Ph.D., who previously directed the State's Healthy 
Start program, providing integrated health, mental health, social, educational and other 
support services at school sites. 

: l 1 t  E u l h Y ~ ~  
The State Com~nission provides oversi~ht and technical assistance to the 58 County - 
Commissions and state ed~~cation on the importance of child development. Specific 
unctions include developing program guidelines, reviewing county plans and conducting 
an annual program review and evaluation. 

Each county board of supervisors enacted an ordinance to establish the appointment, 
selection and removal of commissioners, and to establish a trust fund to receive and make 
disbursements. The county board of supervisors appoints members to the County 
Commissions. In Stanislaus County, nine people make up the local commission. 



Countv Commissions must develon strate~ic nlans consistent with the State Commission 
L, . 

on guidelines on funding local; priority child tlcvelopmcnt programs and services. They 
are also mandated to hold public hearings, and submit county plans and audits to the State 
Commission. Flowever, each County Commission makes the fiilal decision on the 
allocation of Prop. 10 funds. The Stanislaus County Commission is committed to 
blending Prop. 10 monies, wherever possible, with other funds to form partnerships to 
maximize services and minimize program duplication and administrative costs, 

programs funded, in whole or in part, by the C'alifornia Children and Families Trust Fund 
shall not be denied due to an eligible child's itnrnigration status. Each County 
Commissions should ensure that services and programs are not restricted or denied based 
on the immigration status of eligible children. 

Absolutely. Many counties hale already held meetings, conducted surveys and 
estrrblished creative ways to involve parents, providers of children's services, and others. 
In Stanislaus County. nl;tny organizations. groups, and parents provided valuable input. 



'l'he Proposition 10 tobacco tax initiative was approved by California voters just as the 
state's tobacco settlement revenue agreement was achieved. There has been some 
confusion regarding these two tobacco generated sources of funds. The Stanislaus 
County Children and Families Commission, the organization tasked with overseeing the 
allocation of funds received through Proposition 10, developed this fact sheet to compare 
and contrast these two very different programs. 7 10 Tobacco 

When passed and by Approved by the voters of 
whom? ---T California in November 

-. 
Annual revenues I Stanislaus County is 
allocated? expected to receive 7.2 

million dollars in revenue 
every year. 

passed a statewide ballot 
initiative to add a 50 cent 
tax per pack of cigarettes. 

Revenues 

Settlement between the 
State Attorney General and 
the nation's 4 major tobaccc 
companies in November 
1998. 
Stanislaus County will 
receive approximately 4 
million per year. The 
settlement revenue received 
by the state (approximately 
$1 billion per year) will be 
divided with 50% going 
directly to the state and 
50% allocated between 
counties based on 
population. 
Paid for by nation's four 
major tobacco companies. 



Who benefits? 

/ What programs can it 

Yho administers? 

The monies collected are to I There are currentlv no 
be used to fund educatia 
health and child care 
programs that promote 
childhood development 
from prenatal to age fiv 
Programs will be funde' 
the county level to best 
meet local needs as 
determined by each 
community. 

Young children and the 
families who are in nee( 
early childhood 
development programs. 
The Stanislaus County 
Children & Families 
Commission, an 
independent, 9 member 
commission, to oversee 
administration, has beer 
established as required t 
the voter-approved 
initiative. 

restrictions either in the 
settlement or State law on 
how the local share of the 
revenue must be spent. The 
Board of Supervisors has 
committed to using some of 
the funds for sewer 
extensions and street 
improvements, sports fields 
and community centers in 
communities like Salida, 
Grayson, and Waterford. 
There are no restrictions on 
how thc monies must he 
spent or who benefits from 
:hem. 
The County Board of 
Supervisors. 

on, 
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QUIENES SOMOS 

El 8 de Diciembre de 1998, la Mesa de Supervisores del Condado de Stanislaus 
establecid la Comisi6n de Niiios y Familias del Condado de Stanislaus despu6s de  
que 10s votantes aprobaron la Proposici6n 10 en Noviembre. La boleta estatal de  la 
iniciativa sin precedentes increment6 el impuesto al cigarrillo a 50 centavos para  
financiar programas educativos prenatales hasta 10s cinco aiios de edad y 
programas de desarrollo infantil anti-tabaco. La meta es que todos 10s niiios en  
California estin sanos, vivan en un ambiente familiar apoyador y saludable y qne 
iqgresen a la escuela listos para aprender. 

QUE HACEMOS 

La Comisicin de Niiios y Familias del Condado de Stanislaus es responsable d e  
administrar el dinero de la Proposici6n 10 en la forma de becas a la comunidad. E l  
estado espera recibir S700 millones de d6lares cada aiio del impuesto del tabaco. 
Ochenta por ciento de 10s ingresos irin a las Comisiones de 10s Condados. E l  
Condado de Stanislaus esaera recibir $7.2 millones de d6lares cada aiio. L a  
Comisicin Estatal usari veinte por ciento del dinero para educaci6n estatat 
comunitaria. El financiamiento de la Comisi6n del Condado esti basado en el 
nlimero de nacimicntos por condado, de acuerdo al condado donde la madre reside. 
El Condado de Stanislaus tiene uua estimaci6n de 7,000 nacimientos al aiio. 

PARA QUE PUEDE SER USADO EL DINER0 DE LAS BECAS 

Este dinero puede ser solamente usado para aumentar programas existentes 
o para crear nuevos. Todos 10s programas financiados por la Proposici6u 10 tiene, 
tambiin, que enfocarse en preparar a 10s niiios a ingresar a la escuela saludables y 
listos para aprender. El dinero de la Proposicicin 10 no puede ser usado para 
remplazar becas existentes para servicios y programas. 

A QUIEN PUEDO CONTACTAR PARA MAS INFORMACION 

Noe Paramo, Director Ejecutivo 
Comisi6n de Niiios y Familias del Condado de Stanislaus 
830 Scenic Drive, Modesto, CA 95354 

Tel: (209) 558-6218 
Fax: (209) 558-6225 
Email: nparamo@schsa.org 



What is Prop. 10-The 
California .. Children ..... & Families 

thrive in supprtive, 
nurturing, and loving . 50 cent per pack tax on cigarettes 
environments, enter passed by voters in 1998 
school ready to learn, 
and become pradudivc, 
wdl-adlusted members 

10 Community ..... Goals 

. Approximately $7 
million in 2OM)-01 

. The funds are 
allxated based 
upon county birth 

Undesianated 
Mlnl-grants up to $5,000 for program 
development or enhancement 
P~lot Projects up to $50,000 for 
enhanced or new and innovattve 



. Stop smoking programs during 
pregnancy . Alcohol & drug treatment programs 
during pregnancies . Drug endangered children . Teen pregnancy prevention programs 

I f  smoking rates go down, 
is affect the 
money counties 

will receive? 

If fewer taxes are collected, then the 
amount of funds to each county w~ll be 
reduced proport~onately. 

Who is eligible to receive the 
benefits of Prop. lo? 

All children age 0-5 
regardless of income 
level or immigration 
status. 

. Health insurance for children prenatal 
to age 0-5 . Homeless children program . Childhood obesity prevention 

goal of Prop. lo? 
~ ~ . Monies collected will be used to fund 

county education, health and child care 
programs for children prenatal to age 5 
Decrease smoking rates (especially 
among pregnant women) 
Create programs that can continue if 
Prop. 10 funding decreases 

Why the emphasis on early 

. 

m Research indicates from birtk to age 5 are the 
most prcductive years of learning. . The brain is an information sponge Making 
up more than it will ever again. . Studies show toddler's earliest experiences 
make a big impact on how well mey develop 
mially, intellectually, and emotionally. 



iu the Commission get 
the public involved? 

Schedule Cammunity Forums . Schedule meetings with groups and 
organizations 

1 Who can I contact if I have I 
-- . Noe P a m ,  

Execubve Dlrector 
830 Scenic Dnve .... 1ss1..  Modesto, CA 95354 
Ph: (209) 558-6218 
Fax: (209) 558-6225 
Nplramo@xhsa.org 



Table DP-I. Profile of G e n e r a l  Demographic Characterist ics: ZOO0 
Geographic Area: Stanislaus County, Cal i fornia 

[For information on confidentiality protcrtion, nariiarnpling errof ,  and definitions, see text] 

Under5yearr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
5to9ycars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
10 to14year r . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1510 19 years ............................... 
20to24year; ............................... 
25 to 34 years ............................... 
35to44years ............................... 
45 to 54 yean ............................... 

............................... 55 to 59 years 
60 to 64 year; ............................... 

............................... 551074 year; 
75to84years ............................... 
85 years and aver.. .......................... 
Median age (years). .......................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  65 yean and wer.. 
Male ...................................... 
Female.. .................................. 

RACE 

Black or African American . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
American Indian and Alaska Native.. . . . . . . . . .  
Asian ..................................... 

........................... Asian Indian.. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chinese.. 

Filipino. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Japanese. ............................... 
Korean.. ................................ 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Vietnamese.. 
Other Asian ' ........................... 

Native HawaSan and Other Pacific lslandi?i.. . 
Native Hawaiian.. ........................ 
Guamanian or Chamarro.. ................ 

................................ Samoan. 
Other Pacific Islander ................... 

........................... Some other race 
TWO or more races ........................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rental vacancy rate (percent). 

HOUSING TENURE 

-Represents zero or rounds lo zero. (X) Not applicable. 
' Other Asian alone, or two or more Asian caiegoiies. 

Other Pacific Islander alone, or two or more Native Ha-Narian and Other Pacilic lslander categories. 
' In combination with one or more of the o l b r  races listed l h ?  numbers may add to mote than the Iota1 population and the six p ~ i c e n l a g ~ r  

may add to more than 100 percent because individuals may repori mcre than one race. 

Source: US. Census Bureau, Census 2000. 
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Supporting 
children and 
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Stanislaus 
County 
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Children & Families 
Commission 
Tel: (209) 668-6218 

I Striving to be the best 



What is the Stanislaus 
County Children & 
Families 
Commission? 

On Dcocmber 8,1998 the 
Stanislaus County Board of 
Supervisors established the 
Stanislaus County Children 
and Familics Commission af- 
ter  California voters passed 
Proposition 10. The un- 
precedented statewide ballot 
initiative levied a 60 cent tax 
on cigarettes to fund early 
childhood development from 
prenatal to age 6 and anti- 
tobacco edncation. The goal 
is for all California children 
to be healthy, to live i n  a 
l~eal thy and supportive fa- 
ily environment and to enter 
scl~ool ready to learn. 

W h a t  d o e s  t h e  
Commiss ion  d o ?  
The Stanislaus County Children & 
Families Commission is responsible 
for administering Prop. 10 monies in 
the form of grants to the community. 
It is an ongoing program in which 
the state expects $700 million dollars 
to be collected each yenr from the to- 
bacco tax. Eighty percent of the 
revenues will go to the County Com- 
missions. The State Commission will 
use 20% of the monies for statewide 
education and outreach. Funding to 
County Commissions is based upon 
county birth rates, according to the 
county where the birth mother re- 
sides. Stanislaus County has an esti- 
mated 7,000 births a year. 

What can the monies be 
used for? 
They can only be nsed to augment 
existing programs or  to create new 
ones. All programs funded by Prop. 
10 must also focus on preparing 
children to enter school ready to 
learn. Prop. 10 money cannot be 
nsed to replace existing funding for 
services or  programs. 

Why the emphasis 
on early childhood 
education? 

Research indicates the 
most productive years of 
learning occur from birth 
to age 6 .  The brain is a n  
information sponge soak- 
ing up more than i t  will 
ever again. Recent studies 
show toddler's earliest ex- 
periences make a big im- 
pact on l ~ o w  well tliey de- 
velop socially, intellectn- 
ally, and emotionally. 

Who is eligible to 
receive services 
from the programs 
funded by Prop. 
lo?  

All cliildren from prenatal 
stage to age 6 regardless of 
income level or  immigra- 
tion status are  eligible for 
services. 


