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DISCUSSION: This agenda item is important to ensure a safe and healthy 
community and to take pride in our local community. The 
Department of Environmental Resources presented its last update 
regarding Modesto Tallow Company to the Board on July 1 1, 
2000. 

All but one of the permit requirements with June and July 2000, 
compliance dates have been satisfied. Areas in compliance 
included the operation of the feather hydrolyzing area under 
negative pressure and odor control mechanisms. Requirements 
pertaining to the dead stock room were not met. 

According to a schedule approved by the San Joaquin Valley Air 
Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD), by July 1, the dead stock 

' 

building was to be "fully enclosed, under negative pressure, and 
served by odor control equipment. The dead stock room may be 
under refrigeration in lieu of being served by odor control 
equipment" (Item 1 1 of Attachment A). This requirement, which 
will be met by the installation of refrigeration, has not been 
complied with. The reason for the non-compliance was an 
engineering error in the design of the conveyor track system, 
according to Modesto Tallow Company officials. The track system 
transports the carcasses through the dead stock building. 

In order for refrigeration to be effective and efficient, the building 
would need to be fully enclosed and fitted with doors. Because of 
design error, the building could not be fitted with doors. Therefore 
the refrigeration system cannot be used, although it has been 
installed. Once the re-engineered conveyor track system is 
installed, the building will be fitted with doors and fully enclosed, 
and the refrigeration system would then be started. According to 
the SJVAPCD, the new compliance date for refrigeration is March 
3 1,200 1 (please see Attachment B). 

Although the dead stock room is not refrigerated, representatives of 
Modesto Tallow Company believe that it will not contribute to 
odor problems this time of the year. The purpose of refrigerating 
the dead stock room is to impede normal biological decomposition 
processes, which create odors. It is the opinion of Modesto Tallow 
Company representatives that, during the months of December, 
January, February and March, the difference between the 
temperature in the dead stock room and the outside ambient air 
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would be negligible, with or without refrigeration. Therefore, the 
dead stock room would not be the source of odors, even though the room 
is not refrigerated. The SJVAPCD reports that odors are not emanating 
beyond the building at this time. 

Although Modesto Tallow Company did not meet the negotiated 
compliance schedule for the dead stock room, the SJVAPCD staff is 
satisfied with the progress that has been made, and will not be taking any 
legal action. 

Concerned about the extended compliance date, the Department of 
Environmental Resources inquired of the SJVAPCD as to the 
appropriateness of such an extension without legal action (please see 
Attachment C). The SJVAPCD's position remained constant. They 
confirmed that the delay was due to some legitimate engineering problems 
as described already. Due to the cool ambient temperatures during this 
time extension, the SJVAPCD was confident that odors would not be a 
problem. 

It should be brought to the Board's attention that the compliance schedule 
(page 3 of Attachment A) was negotiated between the SJVAPCD and 
Modesto Tallow Company. This compliance schedule is not an integral 
part of the facility wide permit requirements. According to the SJVAPCD 
the compliance schedule is not an instrument for enforcement. It is more 
of a planning tool designed to bring the full operation into compliance 
with the Facility Wide Permit Requirements. 

Modesto Tallow Company has satisfied all but one of the permit 
requirements that had November compliance dates. The requirement that 
was not completely satisfied is as follows: 

"All process buildings and finished material storage containment 
areas shall be kept clean and in good repair" (item 6 of Attachment 
A). 

While for the most part the facility is in substantial compliance with these 
requirements, one of the problems identified by SJVAPCD has been water 
accumulation under the dry finished material tanks. This area will be one 
of the high priority areas for road repairs. Once the road has been 
repaired, water will drain freely and will not collect under the tanks. 
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The two permit requirements that were completed by the 
November compliance date are as follows: 

"Finished product shall be loaded into trucks in a manner 
that will minimize spillage onto the ground or entrainment 
into the ambient air" (item 9 of Attachment A). In order to 
meet this requirement, a transfer station was installed. This 
transfer station is a pit with an auger and a lid that closes 
while the material is moved into the truck for transfer. This 
has been very effective in minimizing spillage and 
entrainment. 

2. "All finished products shall be stored in enclosed 
containers that may include, but not limited to, buildings, 
bins, and silos" (item 10 of Attachment A). The SJVAPCD 
reports that all finished materials are being stored in 
enclosed containers. 

The remaining permit requirement, which has a compliance date of 
January 1,2002, is as follows: 

"All roadways, parking areas, load out areas, and staging 
areas shall be paved and maintained in good condition to 
mitigate odors that may constitute a nuisance" (Item 5 of 
Attachment A). "Interim repairs to roadways will be made 
(site plan identifiing areas is being developed)" (per 
footnote on Attachment A). 

In a letter to Modesto Tallow Company, the SJVAPCD expressed 
concern about the timing of the roadwork (please see Attachment 
D). They have requested "a high priority placed on potholes and 
areas where fluids accumulate". This would include the ramp for 
the feather hydrolyzing area as well as the area under the dry 
finished product storage tanks. Recognizing that the work would 
be done incrementally, the intention is to correct the problem areas 
prior to the summer heat. If permanent repairs are not 
accomplished prior to summer, temporary methods of repair will 
be used to take care of the high priority areas. 

Attached to the same letter noted above, is an updated "Modesto 
Tallow Facility Wide Permit Condition Status" sheet (Page 3 of 
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Attachment D). Take note that item 17 relates to the provision for 
training, with a "scheduled date" of March 1,2000. It has been previously 
reported by SJVAPCD that training had been established as part of their 
standard operating procedures. As processing new materials is introduced, 
new procedures must be developed. The introduction of new procedures 
requires additional training. It is reported by the SJVAPCD that the 
training policy is currently under revision by the Modesto Tallow 
Company, with a modified date of completion being January 3 1,200 1. 

As noted in the chart below, there was a significant reduction in the 
number of complaints over the last year. 

The SJVAPCD believes that the decreases in the number of complaints are 
attributable to the improvements at Modesto Tallow Company. 

Month and 
Total 

Department staff will continue to monitor Modesto Tallow Company's 
progress in meeting the permit requirements of the SJVAPCD. The 
Department will update the Board routinely. 

Number of Complaints per Month 
for Respective Years 

POLICY 
ISSUE: Acceptance of this status report is consistent with the Board's priority of 

ensuring a safe, healthy community. 

STAFF 
IMPACT: None. 



San Joaquin Valley 
Air Pollution Control District 

FACILITY: N-2049-0-0 EXPIRATION DATE: 11130/2003 

FACILITY-WIDE REQUIREMENTS 
- - -- 

I ,  No air contamnilant shall bc rclcascd into thc atnlosphcrc which causcs a public nuisancc. [Dismct Rulc 41021 

2. Particulate matter emissions from any single source operation shall be no more than 0.1 p/dscf and yisible 
emissions from any single emission point shall he less than 20% opacity. mistrict Rules 4101 and 42011 

3. The Air Pollution Control District must bc notificd as soon as practical of any breakdown, malfunction, cvmt, or 
action as to cause a malodorous release that may consrimre a nuisance odor. [Disrrict Rule 41021 

4. Thc rt;ndering fiicility, associaicd cquipm~nt, odor conno1 cquipmcnt, ductwork, and facility grounds shall be 
properly maintained and operated in such a manner as to mitigate odors that m y  constitute a nuisance. All areas of 
the facility, including all proccss and storage equipment, are to be kept clean and free from spillage of raw or 
finished products, refuse, or standing pools of liquid. (District Rulc 41021 

5 .  All roadways, parking areas, load out areas, and staging areas shall be paved and maintained in good condition to 
mitigate odors that may constitute a nuisance. [Disvict Rule 41 02) 

6. All proccss buildings and finished material storage containment areas shall be kept clean and in g o d  repair. .--- 
[District Rule 4 1021 

7. All process equipmcnt at this facility shall bc maintaincd and opcratcd in such a manncr to minimizc fugitive 
emissions that may consrirure a nuisancc. [District Rule 41021 

8 All solid and liquid material shall be expeditiously disposed of or processed to mitigate odors that nlay constitute a 
nuisalce. [District Rule 4 1021 

9. Finished product shall be loaded into trucks in a manner that will minimize spillage onto the ground or entrainment 
into t l~c  ambient air. [District Rule 41 021 

10. All frnished producrs shall be srored in enclosed containers that may include, but are nut limited to, buildings, bins, 
and silos. [District Rule 41023 

The Feather Plant Hydrolyzing area. Rendering Plant, and the Dead Stock buildings including all receiving pits and 
proccssing cquipmcnt associated with each shall bc fully cncloscd, undcr ncgativc prcssurc, and servcd by odpr 
control equipment. The buildings shall bc equipped with inlets for efficient air mixing and air movement to the odor 
co:ltrol equipment. 0pe:lings to the buildings shall be controlled so each building remains under negative presswe 
at all times except during the entry or exit of trucks or personnel. 'fie Dead Stock room may be under refrigeration 
in lieu of being served by odor control equipment. If the District determines chat fugitive emissions from the feather 
dryer are inadequately captured, the facility must take measurcs to control thc emissions. Such measures include but 
arc nut limi~cd to enclosing Blc area and vetltirig to control equipment. (District Rule 41 021 

12. All raw makrials to bc processed shall be unloaded as soon as possiblc but not to cxcesd 4 hours of entering the 
facility grounds unless rhc vchiclc carrying this nratcrial is pIaccd in an area that prcvcnts thc cxposurc of the raw 
material to direct sunlight. The amount of material stored and or staged, which is to be processed by thc feather 
plant shall not exceed 40 tons. The amount of material stored and or staged, which is to bc proccsscd by the 
rendering (meat and bonc meal plant) operation shall not exceed 84 tons. [District Rule 41021 

FACILITY-WIDE REQUIREMENTS CONTINUE ON NEXT PAGE 
T h e  lef'nls and mnditions arc pan of the Fadlity-wide Permit to Operate. Any amendments to Lhese Facility-wide Requirements that affeci speo'fic 
Pennit Unih may constitute modificalion of those Permil Units. 
hd;b Name: MODEST0 TALLOW CO INC 
14oc;on: 92s CROWS UND~NG RD. MODESTO. CA 95351 
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Facility-wide Requirements for N-2049-0-0 (continued) 

13. ~ 1 1  raw materials must be processed wirhin 24 hours of rcctipr. All raw materials that cannot be processed within a 
24 hour period must bc disposcd of off sirc or stored such that the odors from the raw material arc processed 
through an odor control device. [District Rule 4 1021 

14. Lf the District dctcrminc~ that thc raw material stored or staged outside is causing 3 nuisance then the facility must 
take measkes to immediately midgatc the problem and ensure that this condition will not be duplicated. Such 
medsures may include bur are not limited to enclosures around the agected areas. All staging arcas shall only & 
used for fresh material. (Dislric! Rulc 41021 

1 5 .  All uucks and vehic.les shall be washed following unloading and htfnre leaving the unloading area. ,411 rdW material 
iruck~ ~ 1 1 i l 1 1  be rr~ain~aiacd so as to prevtat leakage of solid and liquid material. [District Rulc 41021 

16. If the District determines that the DAF and solids slcimmer (inoluding rhe oollection bin) are causing a nuisance then 
the facility must take measures to ensure that this condition will not be duplicated. Such measures rmy include but 
not limited to tnclosurcs around the nffected areas. [Dismct Rule 41021 

17. Trainir~g of  ptrso~u~el  peltaining to plant proccdurcs and operations nccdcd to maintain the effectiveness of the 
cment odor control measures shall be implemented and conducted on a routine basis. Training shall also include 
the presentation of district pennit conditions to MTC personnel. Documentation of the training attendees and the 
dates and types of training must be maintained on rht premises. [Disuicr Rule 41021 

18. Tlx facility shall maintain co~~tinuous records of wind speed and direction using a calibrated anemometer and wind 
vane. These records shall be retained on site for at least 3 years and made available to the District upon request. 
[District Rulc 4 1021 

19. Daily rccords of all incoming raw material received shall be mainrained and made immediately available to the 
District upon request. The records shall include the typc of material, the amount of that type of material, and the 
time received. These records shall be retained on site for at least 3 years. [District Rule 41023 

20. An annual throughput/producfon report shall be submitted at thc cnd of cach calcndar year. This rcport is due no 
later than March 31 for the previous year. This report must include actual amounts of materials processed. Each 
typc of material and each type of process must bc listcd scparatcly. [District Rule 4 1021 

- 
These terms and conditions are part of the Facility-wide Permit to Operate. 

FaciliW Name: MOOESTO TALLOW CO INC 
Loution: 925 CROWS UNOlNG RD. MOOESTO. CA 95351 ATTACHMENT A - Page 2 of 3 



Modesto Tallow 
Subject Facility Wide Permit 

Item Description Solution Completion Date 

Notification 

General Maintenance 

Roadways 

BuildingIContainments 

Equipment 

Expeditions Disposal 

Finished Product Loading 

Finished Product Storage 

Building and Odor Conuol 

Raw Material Storage 

"24" hour rule 

Iftthen: Raw Material 

TrucldVehicle Maintenance 

Iflthen: Wastewater Area 

Training 

Wind speed monitoring 

Incoming Raw Records 

Annual Throughput 

Policy March 1. 2000 

Policy, Repair and Maintenance July 1,2000 

Repair and Maintenance. New construction January 1.2002* 

Install new tanks. Repair and November 1,2000 

Policy July 1.2000 

Policy March 1,2000 

Repair and maintenance November 1,2000 

New Tanks November 1.2000 

Deadstock building July 1.2000 

New Shed July 1.2000 

Policy March 1.2000 

Unknown 

Policy June 1,2000 

Unknown 

Policy March 1. 2000 

Start (3) years of information Completed 

Stan (3) years of information Completed 

Existing Condition Completed 

*Interim repairs to roadways will be made (rite plan identifying areas is being developed) with final completion by 
this date. 

ATTACHMENT A - Page 3 of 3 
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a - MODEST0 TALLOW CO. 
MANUFACTURERSOF 

MEAT BONE AND POULTRY BY PRODUCTS HYDROLYZED FEATHER MEAL 
HIDES a TALLOW a GREASE 

Th~irsday, 'November 16,2000 

/ Roland D. Brooks 
Sim Joaquin Valley Unified APCD 
4230 Kiernan A.venue 
Modesto, CA 95356 

RE: Response to your October 26,2000 Letter 

Dear Roland: 

Thank you f i r  co~lc~xnin.g with Modesto Tallow Co. (MTC) about the significant improvements 
made by M'TC a1 it Modesto facility and tha~ as a result " the number of odor complaints have 
diminished significantly this year". 

I As for the issues outlined in the District's October 26 letter based on the October 13,2000 walk 
throush inspection by the District, MTC's response, as requested, is as follows: 

1 I .  New Skinning Room Receiving Area: 

A skirt/cover is being designed to prevent the buildup of material on the auger support. 
Completion date: Febn~ary 28,200 1 

2. Non-treated wastewater: 

MTC has a policy in place to direct all wastewater streams directly to the plant drainage 
system. 

3. Smoke Emissions: 

As Discussed during the walk through, MTC has made improvements to the capture and 
transport of point source emissions in the processing area and will continue to make needed 
modifications to improve the collection system. Point source fugitive emissions, if released 
into the plant atmosphere, art5 processed through the odor control equipment, which is the 
room air scrubber. 

ATTACHMENT U PAGE 1 OF 3 
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4. Cooker and Process Equipment Cleaning. 

MTC's maintenance policy addresses leaks on an on-going basis. In many cases, the 
equipment is designed to leak, such as the packing glands on the main cookers. The minor 
leakage acts as a lubricant for the packing; thereby reducing wear of the equipment. 

5. Raw Material Storige Area 

MTC has met th.e raw material storage criteria on a regular basis. Outside of the agreed 
volumes in the facility wide permit, a concerted effort has been mitde to move material as 
quickly as possible to covered areas. A new deadstock program, which includes monitoring 
of drop-off animal, will improve this situation. 

6 .  Receiving Area and Skinning floor: (0680 S m  BLD~.) 
_C_ 

it. Pllase 1 : Rail 17edesign 
b. Phase 2: Electrical 
c. Phase 3: Awning 
d. Phase 4: Produ~Lion Inlprovenlalts 

February 15,2000 7 
March 3 1,2000 
M.ay 3 1,2000 
As Nccdcd 

Please review the detail list enclosed. 

7. Roadwork: 

M'I'C expects to have a timeline after the Spring of 2001 

8. Maintenance and Cleaning Schedule: 

MI'C will submit a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for the maintenance and c1e:aning 
schedule for rhe facility by January 31,2001. MTC does follow a scheduled p r o m  but has 
not combined all aspects into a SOP. MTC appreciates the District's observation that the 
"facility is in pretty good shape". 

If you have questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (209) 948-0209. 

CC: Me1 K., Texas 
Bill E.  modest:^ 

- 
ATTACHMENT B PAGE 2 OF 3 
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Deadstock Floor 
Detailed agenda for c~mpletion 
Modesto Tallow Co. 

Phase 

Phase 1 
Trolley System 
Landing Rail 
First-Second Leg Transfer 
Hydraulic Supply 
Hide Puller 
Carcass Screw 
Door #1 
Electrical: Stage 1 

Phase 2 
New MCC, Electrical 
Roofing System 
Door *2 
Refrigeration System 

Phase 3 
Awning 

Phase 4 
Power Chain 
Calf Transfer 
Grinder 
Bridge 

Status Completion Date 

Onsite, lnstall 
Onsite, Install 
Onsite, lnstall 
Onsite, lnstall 
Onsite, lnstall 
Onsite. lnstall 
Build and lnstall 
Minor changes. finish 

Power up complete system 313 1 I0 1 
Insulation and Roof 313 1/01 
North Rollup Door 3/31 101 
Installed, Startup only 3/3 1 1'0 1 

Purchase and Install 5/31/01 

Install All items as needed 
lnstall m 

Purchase and Install ll 

Design, purchase, and lnstall " 



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES 

Administration 

381:s? c ~ ; ; 7 ! i ~ O p l 3  kvay, suit8 c, MOd8st0, CA 95358-9492 
P.kone: 209.525.6770 Fax: 209.525.6773 

Striving to be the Best 

December 11.2000 

Mr. David Crow 
Air Pollution Control Officer 
San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District 
1990 E. Gettysburg 
Fresno, CA 93726 

Dear David: 

The Environmental Resources Department has been monitoring the progress 
that Modesto Tallow Company is making towards complying with the Air District's 
"Facility-Wide Requirements," which are part of the facility's Air Permit to 
Operate. On a regular basis, we provide updates on the facility to the Stanislaus 
County Board of Supervisors. Your Salida office staff has been most helpful in 
updating us about progress at Modesto Tallow Company, and attending the 
Board updates to provide information to the Board. Thank you for that 
assistance. 

While researching facility compliance for an update, we found that Modesto 
Tallow Company did not comply with the July 1 requirements pertaining to the 
dead stock building. By that date, the dead stock room was to be refrigerated 
and fully enclosed (please see the attached schedule). District staff, and the 
facility operator, told me that engineering problems would delay the 
implementation of the dead stock room requirements until August 1. 

My staff and I, accompanied by Air District staff, visited Modesto Tallow 
Company on November 1. We found that the dead stock room refrigeration 
equipment was not operable, and the building was not enclosed. To date, the 
requirements have still not been met. 

In a letter to the Air District dated November 16, 2000, Modesto Tallow Company 
owner, Jeff Podesto, specified that the required improvements to the dead stock 
room would be completed by March 31, 2001. If the improvements are 
completed by that date, Modesto Tallow Company would have missed the 
original compliance date by eight months. 

ATTACHMENT C - Page 1 of 2 



Mr. David Crow 
December 1 1,2000 
Page 2 

Apparently, the new compliance date has been accepted by Air District staff, and 
they have told me that there would be no consequences for the non-compliance. 
Given the concerns the community has about the facility, it seems more 
appropriate that the Air District take formal action to address the non-compliance. 
This would not only reassure the community but would provide incentive to the 
operator to comply with the District's requirements. I encourage the Air District to 
take appropriate action regarding non-compliance with Air Permit requirements. 

Thanks again for the assistance your staff has provided us, and for your 
consideration of my concerns. I would appreciate it if you would provide to us 
copies of any correspondence the Air District sends and receives regarding 
Modesto Tallow Company. 

Kevin M. Williams 
Director 

Attachment 

cc: Roland Brooks, San Joaquin Valley Unified APCD, Manager 
Reagan Wilson, Stanislaus County, CEO 

ATTACHMENT C - Page 2 of 2 



December 28,2000 

Jeff Podesto 
Modesto Tallow Company 
P.O. Box 1036 
Modesto, CA 95353 

RE: Modesto Tallow Facility 

Dear Jeff Podesto: 

The District, following the review of recent correspondence and site inspections, 
has determined that the majority of the Facility-Wide Permit conditions have 
either been completed or are in the process of being completed. However, some 
of these incomplete conditions have been delayed for various reasons and have 
missed the original scheduled completion dates. Attached for your review is a 
status report of work accomplished compared to your scheduled completion 
dates. If you observe any errors in this report, please let us know so we can 
update our files. 

It is important to adhere as closely as possible to these scheduled dates to 
assure that work is completed before the summer of 2001 (except for the 
roadwork). Failure to do so may lead to potential enforcement action. Also for 
your information, we are enclosing a copy of a letter from the Departnent of 
Environmental Resources regarding their concern about missed scheduled 
completion dates. 

In our discussions about the scheduled roadwork, you indicated your plan was to 
accomplish this task incrementally during 2001 with a final completion date of 
January 1, 2002. The District is concerned about the timing of this work and 
wants a high priority placed on potholes and areas where fluids accumulate. 
This includes the receiving area and the ramp to the old dead stock area now 
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being used to receive feathers. In the event that permanent repairs are not 
completed in these areas prior to this summer, then these areas need to be 
patched as temporary repairs. 

If you have any questions, please call Roland D. Brooks at (209) 557-6400. 

Mark Boese 
Deputy APCO 

C: Kevin Williams 
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MODEST0 TALOW FACILITY WIDE PERMIT CONDITION STATUS (12/13100) 

STATUS 
Complete 
Complete 

Complete 
Complete 
Complete 
Complete 

Complete 
Complete 
Complete 
Complete 
Complete 

Complete 
Complete 
Complete 

u 
I 
'd 
D 
09 
(D 

W 

0 
h, 

CQ 

SCHEDULED DATE 
03101 12000 
0710 112000 
01 101 I2002 
1 110 112000 
0710 112000 
0310 112000 
1 1 I0 1 12000 
1 110 112000 
07101 12000 
0710 112000 
03101 12000 
UNKNOWN 
0610 112000 
UNKNOWN 
0310 112000 
Complete 
Complete 
Complete 

PROPOSED SOLUTION 
Policy 
Policy, Repair and Maintenance 
Repair and Maintenance. New Construction 
Install New Tanks. Repair and Maintenance 
Policy, Continual Repair and Maintenance 
Policy 
Repair and Maintenance 
New Tanks 
Deadstock Building 
Keep In Enclosed Trailers 
Policy 

Policy 

Policy 
Start 3 yrs of Information 
Start 3 yrs of Information 
Existing Condition 

ONDlTlON 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

21 7 
21 8 
21 9 
3 0  
GI 

MODIFIED DATE 

0313112001 

01/31/2001 

DESCRIPTION 
Notification 
General Maintenance 
Roadways 
Buildings/Containments 
Equipment 
Expiditious Disposal 
Finished Product Loading 
Finished Product Storage 
Building and Odor Control 
Raw Material Storage 
"24" hr Rule 
If/ Then: Raw Material 
Truck Vehicle Maintenance 
Ifrrhen: Wastewater Area 
Training 
Wind Speed Monitoring 
Incoming Raw Records 
Annual Throughput 



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES 

Administration 

December 11, 2000 

38OG Cornzccprd W J ~ .  Surte C Modesto. CA 95358-9492 
phane 209 525 6770 Fax: 209.525 6773 

Mr. David Crow 
Air Pollution Control Officer 
San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District 
1990 E. Gettysburg 
Fresno, CA 93726 

Dear David: 

The Environmental Resources Department has been monitoring the progress 
that Modesto Tallow Company is making towards complying with the Air District's 
"Facility-Wide Requirements," which are part of the facility's Air Permit to 
Operate. On a regular basis, we provide updates on the facility to the Stanislaus 
County Board of Supervisors. Your Salida office staff has been most helpful in 
updat~ng us about progress at Modesto Tallow Company, and attending the 
Board updates to provide information to the Board. Thank you for that 
assistance. 

While researching facility compliance for an update, we found that Modesto 
Tallow Company did not comply with the July 1 requirements pertaining to the 
dead stock building. By that date, the dead stock room was to be refrigerated 
and fully enclosed (please see the attached schedule). District staff, and the 
facility operator, told me that engineering prob!ems would delay the 
implementation of the dead stock room requirements until August 1. 

My staff and I, accompanied by Air District staff, visited Modesto Tallow 
Company on November 1. We found that the dead stock room refrigeration 
equipment was not operable, and the building was not enclosed. To date, the 
requirements have still not been met. 

In a letter to the Air District dated November 16, 2000, Modesto Tallow Company 
owner, Jeff Podesto, specified that the required improvements to the dead stock 
room would be completed by March 31, 2001. If the improvements are 
completed by that date, Modesto Tallow Company would have missed the' 
original compliance date by eight months. 
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Mr. David Crow 
' December 1 1, 2000 

Page 2 

Apparently, the new compliance date has been accepted by Air District staff, and 
they have told me that there would be no consequences for the non-compliance. 
Given the concerns the community has about the facility, it seems more 
appropriate that the Air District take formal action to address the non-compliance. 
This would not only reassure the community but would provide incentive to the 
operator to comply with the District's requirements. I encourage the Air District to 
take appropriate action regarding non-compliance with Air Permit requirements. 

Thanks again for the assistance your staff has provided us, and for your 
consideration of my concerns. I would appreciate it if you would provide to us 
copies of any correspondence the Air District sends and receives regarding 
Modesto Tallow Company. 

Sincerey 

$' /' 
/ , g m  -\ 

Kevin M. Williams 
Director 

Attachment 

cc: Roland Brooks, San Joaquin Valley Unified APCD, Manager 
Reagan Wilson, Stanislaus County, CEO 
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San Joaquin Valley 
Air Pollution Control District 

FACILITY: N-2049-0-0 EXPIRATION DATE: 1 1 A 0 ~ 0 0 j  

FACILITY-WIDE REQUIREMENTS 
I .  No ail. colltarnina~~t shall bc rclcascd into thc am~osphcrc which causes a public nuisance. p i r m c t  Rulc 41021 

2 .  Particulate matter emissions from any single sourcc operation shall be no more than 0.1 gidscf  and yisible 
emissions from any single emission point shall he  less than 20% opacity. mistrict Rules 4101 and 4201) 

3 .  The Air Pollution Control I)istrict must bc notificd as soon as practica! of any breakdown, malf~ncticn, cvcnt, or 
action as to cause a malodorous release that may constirure a nuisance odor. [Dismcr Rule 41021 

4 .  The r~ndering f i i ~ i l i t ~ ,  associalcd cquipm~nt, odor control cquiprn~nt, ductwork, and facility grounds shall be 
properly maintained a d  operated in such a manner as to mitigate odors that may constitute a nuisance. All  areas of 
the facility. inclu&ng all process and storage equipment, are to be kept clean and free from spillage of raw or 
finished products, refuse, or standing pools of liquid. Dismct  Rule 41021 

5 .  All roadways, parking areas, load out areas, and staging arcas shall be paved and maintained in good conhtion tc 
mitigate odors that may constinlte a nuisance. [nianict Rulc 41n2] 

6. All procuss buildhgs and fmishcd matcrial storage containment areas shall be kept clean and in go& repair -- 
[District Rule 4 1021 

7 .  All process cquipmcnt at this facility shali bc maintain& and opcratcd in such a manncr to minimize figitivt 
emissions that may consriture a nuisance. [District Rule 41021 

8 .  ALI solid and liquid *narcrial shall be cxpcd i t io~ ly  disposed of or processed to mitigate odors that may constitutc e 

nuisance. [District Rule 4 1021 

9. Finished product shall be loaded into m c k s  in a manner that will minimize spillage onto the ground or cntrainmtn 
into the ambient air. [Dtsnict Rule 41021 

10. All finished producu shall be srored in enctosed containers that may include, but are not limited to, buildings, bins 
and silos. [District Rule 4 102 J 

11. Tic Fcathcr Plant Hydrolyzing area. Rcndcring Plant. and ihc Dead Stock bcildings including ai! receiving pits anc 
procc~sing cquipmcnt asjocintcd with cach shall bc fully cncloscd, undcr ncgativc prcssurc, and servcd by ~d-0; 
control equipment. The buildings shall be equipped with inlets for efficient air mixing and air movement to the odoi 
control equipment. Oyalings to die buildings shall be controlled so each building rcnlains under negative press= 
a t  all times except during the cnny or exit of trucks or personnel. T h e  Dead Stock room may be under refrigeratior 
in lieu of being served by odor conrrol cquiprncnc. If the Dismcr: dercrmincs rhat fuglnve emissions from thc feathe1 
dryer arc inadequately capwed, the facility must take mrosurcs to control thc emissions. Such measures include bu 
arc not linii~cd to cnclosing dlc arcs and vcrlting to cont~ol cquiptncrlt. pistr ict  Rule 41021 

12. A11 raw matcrialr to be p r o c c ~ ~ c d  shall be unloaded as soon ar possiblc but not to cxcced 4 hours of entering thl 
facility grounds unless the vchiclc carrying this nlatcrial is placcd in an arca that prcvcnki thc cxposurc of the raw 
material to direct sunlight. The amount of matcrinl s t ~ r c d  a d  or staged, which is to be proccrrcd by the feathc 
plmt shall not exceed 40 tons. The amount of material stored and or stagcd, whch is to be proccsscd by the 
rcndcring (mcat and boric mcai plant) operation shall nor exceed 84 tons. [fistrict Rule 41021 

FACILITY-WIDE REQUIREMENTS CONTINUE ON NEXT PAGE 
Th- terms md mnd~tians are pad of Flelity-Mc P m  to Operate. Any mendmcnts 10 F~i iVwide Raquiram.rr& that aff8U SPdfic 
Plm\it Unih may constitute rnodificalon of m ~ a  Permil VnltJ. 
~lcil iw ~ W W '  UOOESTO TALLOW co INC A-TTACtUiENT A - Page 1 o f  3 

925 CROWS W O W G  RD. MOOESTO. CA 95351 
...m1IP. >.W-.LIU2. 
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Facillfy-wide Requirements for N-2049-0-0 (conlrnued) 

13. A]] raw materials must be processed wirhin 24 hours of receipt. All raw materials that cannot be processed w i h n  a 
24 hour period must bc disposed of off sitc or stored such that the odors from the raw material are procejfed 
through an odor control device. [District Rule 41 021 

14. If thc District dctcrminc~ that thc raw material stored or staged outside i s  causing 3 nuisance then the hcility 
take measures to immediately mitigatc the problem and ensure that this condition w l l  not be duplicated. such 
measure: may include but are not limited to enclosures around the affected areas. All staging arcas shall only be 
used for fresh material. (District Rule 41021 

IS. All vucks and vchieles shall be washed following ~ m l a a d i n ~  and hefnre leaving the unloading area. Ail raw maruial 
trucks s)rvll bc rtrliirr~ailred so as to prevtilt leakage of solid and liquid 111atcrial. [District Rulc 4 1021 

16. If the District determines that rhe D M  and solids slimmer (inoluding the collection bin) are causmg o nuisance then 
the facility must take measures to ensure that th~s condition will not be duplicated. Such measures may include but 
not limited to enclosures around the nffectcd arcas. [District Rule 41021 

17. Ti.aininp of persomrcl pcltair~ing to plant proccdurcs and operations ncrdcd to maintain the effectiveness of the 
current odor control measures shall be implemented and conducted on a routine basis. Training shall also include 
the presenration of district pennit conditions to MTC personnel. Docurncntation of thc mining attendees and the 
dates and types of training must be maintained on rhe premises. [Disuicr Rule 4 1021 

18. TI= facility slnll maintain continuous records of wind speed and direction using a calibrated anemometer and wind 
m e .  These records shall be retained on site for at least 3 years and made available to the Distiict upon request. 
pishict Rule 4 1021 

19. Daily records of all incoming raw material received shall bc maintamed and made immediately available to the 
District upon request. The records shall include the type of material, the amount of that type of m~terial, and tht 
nme received. These records shall be retained on sitc for at least 3 years. [District Rule 4 1021 

20. An iinnual throughput/pro&ction report shall be subnined at thc cnd of cach calendar year. This report is dl= no 
later tliiul March 3 1 for the previous year. T h ~ s  report must include actual amounts of materials processed. Each 
type of material and each type of process must bc listcd scparatcly. [District Rule 4 I021 
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These terms and conditions a n  part of the Facility-wide Permit to Operate. 
FIcd~ty Name: WOEST0 TALLOW co INC 
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Modesto Tallow 
Subject Facility Wide Perm~t  

Item Description Solution Completion Date 

Notification 

General Maintenance 

Roadways 

Building/Containrnents 

Equipment 

Expeditions Disposal 

Finished Product Loading 

Finished Product Storage 

Building and Odor Conuoi 

Raw Material Storage 

"24" hour rule 

lilthen: Raw Material 

TruckNehicle Maintenance 

Iflthen: Wastewater Area 

Training 

Wind speed monitoring 

Incoming Raw Records 

Annual Throughput 

Policy March 1.2000 

Policy, Rcpalr and Maintenance J u l y  I .  2000 

Repair and Maintenance. New constmctlon January 1,2002' 

Install new tanks. Repair and November 1.2000 

Policy July 1, 2000 

Policy March 1.2000 

Repair and maintenance November 1,2000 

New Tanks November 1,2000 

Deadstock building July 1. 2000 

New Shed July 1, 2000 

Policy March 1.2000 

Unknown 

Policy June 1,2000 

Unknown 

Policy Match 1.2000 

Stan (3) years of ~n fomt ion  Completed 

Stan (3) years of information Completed 

Existing Condition Completed 

'Interim repairs to roadways will be made (site plan identifying areas is being developed) with final completion by 
this date. 
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